


Nelson / Marlborough

Nydia Lodge

Location: Nydia Bay, Pelorus Sound, Marlborough Sounds

Getting there: Charter launches, water taxis and the mail 
boat run to Nydia Bay (approx $55.00 per person). There is 
also walking or mountain biking access via the Nydia Track 
(27 km Tramping Track) 

Features: The lodge provides comfortable accommodation 
nestled in the bush. The area is home to native birds and 
there are plenty of activities close by such as tramping, 
fishing, kayaking and boating.

Facilities
Sleeps 50 in 9 
bunkrooms 
Electric lighting 
(powered by generator)
Full kitchen 
Gas heating
Hot showers and flush 
toilets

Fees (sole or shared occupancy)
Adult: $15.00
Youth / child: $8.00
Minimum of four people required, unless another party that 
does not have ‘sole occupancy’ is also booked. 
A 20% deposit is required (refundable with 1 month notice 
of cancellation).

Bookings and further information
Sounds Area Office Ph 03 520 3002, 
email soundsao@doc.govt.nz

•

•

•
•
•

Nydia Lodge, DOC

Nydia Lodge bathroom , DOC
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Totaranui Education Centre, ‘Ngarata’ Homestead

Location: Totaranui, Abel Tasman National Park

Getting there: 3 hr drive from Nelson via Takaka or 2 hr by 
boat from Marahau or Kaiteriteri

Features: In the heart of the National Park, this historic 
lodge is ideal for schools and other groups. There are 
plenty of walks and education resources available.

Facilities
Sleeps 40 in 7 bunkrooms
Electric lighting 
Simple kitchen with fridge / freezer, bring crockery and 
cutlery
Wood heating
Hot showers and flush toilets

Fees (sole occupancy)
Minimum fee of $200.00
Schools
Adult: $12.00
Youth / child: $6.00
Private groups
Adult: $20.00
Youth / child: $12.00
Bookings taken up to a year in advance

Bookings and further information
Totaranui Field Centre Ph 03 528 8083, 
email totaranui@doc.govt.nz

•
•
•

•
•

Totaranui Education Centre, Steve Bagley
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Matai Bay Hut

Location: Godsiff (Matai) Bay in Tennyson Inlet, Pelorus 
Sound

Getting there: Boat 
access from Duncan 
Bay or water taxi from 
Havelock

Features: This basic 
hut is nestled in native 
bush and provides a 
good base for hunting, fishing, boating and swimming.

Facilities
Sleeps 6
Basic kitchen (bring own cooker)
Wood heating, fuel supplied
Composting toilet

Fees (shared occupancy)
Adult $6.00
Youth / child: $3.00

       Bookings and further information 
Sounds Area Office Ph 03 520 3002, 
email soundsao@doc.govt.nz

Cobb Hostel

Location: Kahurangi National Park

Getting there: 38 km from Upper Takaka into Cobb Valley. 
The road is unsealed, narrow and winding

Features: A great base to explore the many excellent 
tramping opportunities in the area.

Facilities
Sleeps 10 (1 double bed and 4 bunk beds)
Electric lighting
Full kitchen with fridge / freezer
Hot showers and flush toilet

Fees (shared occupancy)
Adult: $15.00
Youth / child: $5.00

       Bookings and 
further information 
Golden Bay Area Office 
Ph 06 525 8026, email goldenbayao@doc.govt.nz
Note: Also used as staff accommodation 

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Matai Bay Hut, DOC

Cobb Hostel, DOC
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West Coast

Waiuta Lodge

Location: West Coast, near Reefton

Getting there: Waiuta turn-off is signposted off SH 7, just 
before Ikamatua, 21 km south of Reefton 

Features: A historic lodge ideal for school groups and a 
great base for outdoor activities or learning local history. An 
education resource kit is available and rangers talks can be 
booked. The area is rich in relics from its mining past and 
there are many good short and long walks nearby.

Facilities
Sleeps 30 in bunkrooms (separate rooms for teachers)
Full kitchen with fridge / freezer, toaster and hot water 
from zip (wall mounted unit)
Electric heating 
Separate bathroom block with hot showers and flush 
toilets

Fees (shared  
occupancy)
Adult: $15.00
Youth / child 
$7.50
School and 
education
groups entitled 
to a 50% 
discount

       Bookings and further information
Reefton Visitor Centre Ph 03 768 0427, 
email reeftoninfo@paradise.net.nz

•
•

•
•

Waiuta Lodge, DOC

Take a day trip to the historic Big River Mine, DOC
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Mahinapua Cottage

Location: Lake Mahinapua, near Hokitika

Getting there: Follow signs to the lake off SH 6, 10 km 
south of Hokitika. Lake access is along a gravel road. Park 
at the amenity area and follow the short track uphill to the 
cottage

Features: Nestled in a forested scenic reserve on the edge 
of Lake Mahinapua with good short walks and swimming 
spots close by. There is a large campsite, plenty of picnic 
areas and boat launching facilities at the lake.

Facilities
Sleeps 4 (in 1 double bed and 2 single beds)
Electric lighting
Full kitchen with fridge / freezer and microwave
Laundry facilities
Electric heating
Hot shower and flush toilet

Fees (sole occupancy)
$25.00 for first 2 people
$5.00 each additional person ($20.00 during wild food 
festival weekend)
Children under 10 free

Bookings and further information
West Coast Conservancy office Ph 03 756 8282, 
email westcoast@doc.govt.nz

Book in advance for peak season, Wildfood Festival 
(March) and Labour Weekend (October) to avoid 
disappointment.

Restrictions

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mahinapua Cottage, DOC

27



Protect, respect, enjoy

Always leave accommodation 
clean and tidy.
Take your rubbish with you if 
bins are not provided.
Consider the rights of others for 
quiet enjoyment.
Respect natural, historic and 
cultural heritage.
Protect native plants and 
animals.

Toitu te whenua (leave the land 
undisturbed).

Further information

To find out about recreation activities in conservation areas 
visit the DOC website www.doc.govt.nz or contact your 
nearest DOC visitor centre.

Other places to stay
There are over 240 vehicle accessible 
DOC campsites and over 950 walk in 
backcountry huts. For details visit the 
DOC website.

Guided activities
Licensed tour operators provide guided outdoor activities 
in most areas. Contact your local visitor centre or i-site to 
find out more.

Club lodges
There are recreation club lodges open for public use 
throughout New Zealand. For details contact one of 
following clubs:

Federated Mountain Club (FMC) www.fmc.org.nz
New Zealand Alpine Club (NZAC) hut information
www.alpineclub.org.nz

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
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