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A P P E N D I X  4  –  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

The following table provides justification for the aircraft zone for each 

concession catchment as shown on the maps in Appendix 3. Where multiple 

zones exist within a single catchment, a justification is provided for each of 

the zone types within that catchment. Where adjacent catchments have similar 

characteristics and the same zone is applied, a single justification may be 

provided for those catchments. 
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T A B L E  3 .  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O NS   

AREA Catchment(s) ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Mahaanui Cheviot Hills Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment, including marginal strips, foreshore or 
riverbed conservation areas, and local purpose, recreation or scenic reserves. This coastal area has biodiversity values 
associated with birds and the marine and freshwater environments. Rivers and coastal areas are popular for recreation 
and generally have good alternative access. ROS class is rural, front country, or backcountry. Areas of public 
conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is 
considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for 
aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with 
existing activities and the values. 

Mahaanui Canterbury Plains Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment, including marginal strips, foreshore or 
riverbed conservation areas, and local or government purpose, recreation, historic or scientific reserves. This coastal 
area has biodiversity values associated with birds and the marine and freshwater environments. Rivers and coastal 
areas are popular for recreation and generally have good alternative access. ROS class is urban, rural, front country, or 
backcountry. Areas of public conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation 
land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the 
limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and 
are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Mahaanui Otautahi/Port Hills Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment excluding Godley Head Farm Park, and 
includes marginal strips, riverbed and foreshore conservation areas, and recreation, scenic, local and government 
purpose, and historic reserves. This coastal area is close to residential and farming areas in and around Christchurch. 
There are biodiversity values associated with the marine and freshwater environments, including some wetlands such 
as Otukaikino Reserve. Rivers and coastal areas are popular for recreation and generally have good alternative access. 
ROS class is urban, rural, and front country. Areas of public conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and 
often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately 
identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these 
generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Mahaanui Otautahi/Port Hills Limited The limited zone within this catchment covers the Godley Head Farm Park only. There are high recreation and 
historic values, and biodiversity values associated with the coast and marine environment. ROS class is rural. While 
there is good alternative access, there is suitable open space within this reserve for aircraft landing and there is some 
existing occasional aircraft use for the purpose of filming and military activities. The limited zone allows for this 
access to continue on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Mahaanui Te Waihora Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment, including marginal strips, foreshore or 
riverbed conservation areas, and local or government purpose, or scientific reserves. This area has high wildlife values 
associated with birds and aquatic life. There are high recreation values including the Motukarara rail trail which is 
popular with day visitors, and Selwyn and Greenpark Huts. Conservation land consists of small areas with limited 
space to accommodate aircraft and often neighbour non-conservation land. There is good road access and no existing 
aircraft activity. ROS class is predominantly rural. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible 
areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Mahaanui Marine Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment, which consists of islands classified as 
recreation, scenic or historic, or nature reserves. These areas have high biodiversity, historic, cultural or recreation 
values and access is generally by boat. ROS class is rural. Aircraft landings are neither necessary nor compatible with 
these values. 

Table 3 - Page 1 of 15 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Mahaanui Banks Peninsula Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment excluding the four scenic reserves covered by 
the limited zone. It includes marginal strips, conservation areas, and recreation, scenic, local and government 
purpose, and nature reserves. Many of these areas contain small pockets of native vegetation. In some cases, 
recreation values are high and areas are popular for day walks. Some areas have high biodiversity values associated 
with the coastal environment or the flora and fauna. Conservation land adjacent to Pohatu Marine Reserve is included 
in this zone. ROS class is predominantly rural.  Road access is generally good and the terrain is generally unsuitable for 
aircraft landing. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with 
existing activities and the values. 

Mahaanui Banks Peninsula Limited The limited zone within this catchment covers four scenic reserves at Adderley Head, Mt Herbert, Waipuna Saddle 
and Ellangowan. These reserves consist of bigger and more open areas than the other Banks Peninsula reserves. There 
is suitable space to land aircraft and some existing occasional aircraft use for the purpose of filming or weddings. ROS 
class is predominantly rural. The limited zone allows for this access to continue on an infrequent basis while 
protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Lower Waiau 

Culverden Plain 
Hawarden 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within these catchments, including marginal strips, conservation 
areas, government or local purpose, recreation and scientific reserves. Much of the public conservation land is 
associated with rivers, which have biodiversity values associated with birds and the freshwater environment, and are 
used for recreation. There are a number of small areas of conservation land in the vicinity of Waiau township which 
are unsuitable for aircraft landings because of the size, and proximity to a residential area. ROS class is urban, rural, 
front country, or backcountry. Areas of public conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and often neighbour 
non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying 
boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are generally not compatible with 
existing activities and the values.  

Waimakariri Hossack Seasonally 
Frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the western parts of The Hossack Conservation Areas.  There are no recreation 
facilities provided by the department. The area is used for hunting and fishing and there is a tradition of infrequent 
aircraft use for positioning recreationists and of frequent activity during winter months for heli-skiing. ROS class is 
predominantly backcountry and remote, with some rural and front country areas.  The seasonally-frequent zone 
allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only and protects against the development of year-round 
frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the 
frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience 
of other users. 

Waimakariri Hossack Limited The limited zone covers all remaining the conservation land within this catchment, including marginal strips, 
conservation areas, a recreation reserve, a scenic reserve, and part of Hanmer Conservation Park. There are no 
recreation facilities provided by the department. The area is used for hunting and fishing and there are some existing 
occasional aircraft landings for positioning recreationists. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and remote, with 
some rural and front country areas. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis 
while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Hanmer Limited The limited zone covers other conservation land not covered by the restricted zone, and includes parts of Hanmer 
Conservation Park and Lochiel and Woodbank Conservation Areas. The ROS zones are predominantly backcountry 
and remote and there are recreation values for hunting and fishing. There is currently occasional air access for 
positioning recreationists. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while 
protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Hanmer Restricted The restricted zone covers the conservation land on the NE side of the catchment, including parts of Hanmer 
Conservation Park, Molesworth Recreation Reserve, and Jollies Pass Scenic Reserve. It also covers the smaller isolated 
pockets of conservation land within the catchment, consisting of marginal strips and conservation areas where aircraft 
access is unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for 
aircraft landings. The areas around Hanmer Forest have high recreation values, associated with the forest tracks, for 
walking and mountain biking. There are camping and picnic areas nearby. It is also adjacent to a residential area and 
popular tourist destination. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and front country with some rural areas. The 
restricted zone is necessary to protect the experience of ground-based users. Aircraft landings are not necessary in 
these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Waimakariri Clarence Restricted The restricted zone covers all the conservation land within this catchment, north of a line due east from Lake Hill.  
This takes in parts of the St James Conservation Area, Hanmer Conservation Park and Molesworth Recreation Reserve, 
and Lake Tennyson Scenic Reserve.  The ROS class is rural, backcountry or remote. Lake Tennyson and its surrounds 
have high biodiversity values associated with birds and aquatic life, and are popular for recreation. Aircraft access is 
not compatible with existing activities and values and is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately 
identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Waimakariri Clarence Frequent The frequent zone covers all the conservation land within this catchment, south of a line due east from Lake Hill.  This 
takes in parts of the St James Conservation Area, Hanmer Conservation Park and Molesworth Recreation Reserve. The 
ROS class is rural, backcountry or remote. This area contains the Hanmer Ski Area and an area of the St James tops 
identified as suitable for heli-skiing or scenic landings. 

Waimakariri Little Island Hills Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within this catchment, which consists of several marginal strips only. 
ROS class is backcountry. Aircraft access to these small isolated areas of conservation land is considered unsuitable 
because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Waimakariri Waiau Headwaters Restricted The restricted zone in this catchment covers the northern part of the zone, from a line from Mt Una to Lake Hill, then 
directly east to the road.  It includes the upper Waiau in the St James Conservation Area.  Lake Guyon and its 
surrounds have high biodiversity values associated with birds and aquatic life. ROS class for these particular areas is 
predominantly backcountry and is a more enclosed valley setting than the southern areas of the St James Conservation 
Area.  The restricted zoning of this area recognises the more intimate and enclosed setting of this part of the 
Conservation Area.  It also provides a buffer to the restricted zone of the Nelson Lakes National Park which borders 
this part of the Conservation Area to the west and the north.  Such access is not compatible with existing activities 
and values and there are generally no suitable locations for landing aircraft in these areas.  

Waimakariri Waiau Headwaters Frequent The frequent zone in this catchment covers the southern part of the zone, from a line from Mt Una to Lake Hill, then 
directly east to the road.  The ROS class for this area is a mixture of backcountry and remote. The frequent zone will 
provide for aircraft access for fishing, kayaking, rafting and other activities in the lower Waiau as well as heli-skiing or 
biking, and scenic snow landings on the southern part of the St James Range. 

Waimakariri Lochiel Seasonally 
Frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the southern part of Lochiel Conservation Area.  There are no recreation facilities 
provided by the department. The area is used for hunting and there is a tradition of infrequent aircraft use for 
positioning recreationists and of frequent activity during winter months for heli-skiing. ROS class is remote.  The 
seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only and protects against the 
development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of 
recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and 
protects the experience of other users. 

Waimakariri Lochiel  
Waiau Headwaters  

Carlyle 
St James 

Limited The limited zone covers all other conservation land in this catchment not covered by the restricted zone, including 
parts of Hanmer and Lake Sumner Conservation Parks, and Woodbank, Tip Jug Hut, and part of the Poplars and 
Lochiel Conservation Areas. This area has recreation values for hunting and fishing, although overall use is relatively 
low. There are several backcountry huts and routes within these catchments. ROS class is backcountry and remote. 
The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the 
development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri St James12 Restricted The restricted zone covers the small unfenced isolated pockets of Lake Sumner Conservation Park which are 
surrounded by Glenhope Station, where farming and safari hunting activities occur. ROS class is backcountry and 
there are generally no suitable locations for landing aircraft in these areas. Such access is not compatible with existing 
activities and values and is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the 
limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Table 3 - Page 3 of 15 

                                                        
12  The proposed ‘restricted’ zone is part of a separate public consultation process will be undertaken for aircraft on the St James Conservation Area. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Waimakariri St James13 Frequent The frequent zone covers the parts of St James Conservation Area, south and west of a line from Mt Una to Duessa 
Peak and down the Christopher and Ada Rivers.  This area has high recreation values for tramping, fishing, and 
hunting. It includes part of the St James Walkway and a number of huts. ROS class is remote and backcountry walk-in. 
The frequent zone allows for the positioning of recreationists in this area.  Conditions requiring operators to avoid 
landing within 250 m of huts or tracks will reduce the effects on users of this area.  The area contains large river flats 
which will permit aircraft landings to be made with reasonable separation from other users of the area. 

Waimakariri Hope Lewis Restricted The restricted zone covers the conservation land in the vicinity of the Lewis Pass highway, and includes Lewis Pass 
Scenic Reserve, various conservation areas and marginal strips, and parts of Lake Sumner Conservation Park. ROS class 
is front country, backcountry and remote. These areas have high recreation values with a range of visitor facilities 
including some tracks and campsites. Road access is good and a range of visitors use the area including shortstop 
traveller, day visitors, and backcountry adventurers. Many popular fishing rivers are accessed along this highway. The 
restricted zone is necessary to protect the experience of ground-based users. Aircraft landings are not necessary in 
these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Waimakariri Hope Lewis Limited The limited zone covers all other land in this catchment not covered by the restricted zone, including various 
conservation areas and parts of Lake Sumner Conservation Park. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and remote. 
It has high recreation values particularly for tramping and fishing. There are a number of popular tramping circuits 
and numerous huts. Many of the rivers and streams are popular fishing locations. There is existing infrequent air 
access in this area for the positioning of recreationists. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on 
an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Kakapo Brook - There is currently no conservation land within this catchment. 

Waimakariri Jollie Brook 
Glenrae 

Limited The limited zone covers all conservation land in these two catchments, and includes parts of Lake Sumner 
Conservation Park and several adjacent marginal strips, a conservation area and a local purpose reserve. ROS class is 
predominantly backcountry and remote. This area has high recreation values particularly for tramping and fishing. 
There are a several tramping tracks and numerous huts. There is existing infrequent air access in this area for the 
positioning of recreationists. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, 
while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Hurunui North Branch 
Hurunui South Branch 

Limited The limited zone covers all conservation land in these two catchments, and includes parts of Lake Sumner 
Conservation Park and an adjacent conservation area and marginal strips. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and 
remote, with some rural areas. This area adjoins Arthur’s Pass National Park’s northern boundary and has high 
recreation values, particularly for tramping and fishing. There are a several tramping tracks and numerous huts, 
including a part of the Harper Pass route. Some 4WD and mountain-bike activity also occurs in some areas. There are 
high biodiversity values associated with the Hurunui Mainland Island. There is existing infrequent air access in this 
area for the positioning of recreationists. Harper Pass is subject to higher levels of overflights than preferred for this 
zone because of its use as a safe flight path across the Southern Alps. The limited zone allows for the positioning of 
recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 
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13 The proposed ‘frequent’ zone is part of a separate public consultation process will be undertaken for aircraft on the St James Conservation Area 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Waimakariri Lake Sumner Restricted The restricted zone consists of several small isolated conservation areas and marginal strips, and a local purpose 
reserve used as a campsite, around Lakes Taylor and Sheppard. ROS class is rural. These areas are fairly remote but are 
accessible by 2WD road, in most conditions. There are biodiversity and recreation values associated with the rivers 
and lakes. Numerous holiday baches exist around the lakes. Aircraft access to these small isolated areas of 
conservation land is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the 
potential effects on adjoining landholders or on other ground-based recreationists. 

Waimakariri Lake Sumner Limited The limited zone covers all other conservation land within this catchment, including parts of Lake Sumner 
Conservation Park and the adjacent marginal strips and recreation reserve at Loch Katrine. ROS class is predominantly 
rural and backcountry. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while 
protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Esk 

Eskhead 
Puketeraki 

Limited The limited zone covers all the land in the Esk catchment and the large areas of conservation land within the other 
two catchments. This includes parts of Lochinvar Conservation Area and Lake Sumner Forest Park, several larger 
conservation areas and numerous adjacent smaller conservation areas and marginal strips. ROS class is predominantly 
back country and remote. This area forms a buffer to Arthur’s Pass National Park, which has high natural-quiet values 
and is a popular recreation destination. There is some existing occasional air access, in particular to North Esk Hut. 
These are isolated areas with limited alternative access. Parts of this area may be subject to higher levels of overflights 
than preferred for this zone due to mountain-flying training. The limited zone allows for the positioning of 
recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity and 
protecting the values associated with the national park. 

Waimakariri Eskhead 
Puketeraki 

Restricted The restricted zone covers the small isolated areas of conservation land within these two catchments, consisting of 
numerous marginal strips, conservation areas and recreation or local purpose reserves. ROS class is predominantly 
backcountry and rural. Aircraft access to these small isolated areas of conservation land is considered unsuitable 
because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Waimakariri Waimakariri Headwaters 
Arthurs Pass 

Mingha 
Hawdon-Edwards 
Bealey Spur 

Cora Lynn & Mt White 
Poulter 
Cox 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within these catchments. The majority of conservation land in these 
catchments is a part of Arthur’s Pass National Park, but also includes part of Craigieburn Conservation Park, and 
various conservation areas, marginal strips, and local or government purpose, recreation or scenic reserves. Aircraft 
activity within Arthur’s Pass National Park is managed through the national park management-plan provisions, which 
do allow for some aircraft activity at a very low level (Department of Conservation, 2007). This classification does not 
override or replace national park management-plan provisions. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and remote, 
with some front country and rural areas. The national park and its surrounding areas have high biodiversity and 
recreation values. Worsley Pass is subject to higher levels of overflights than preferred for this zone due to its use as a 
safe flight-path for light aircraft travelling between Christchurch and the West Coast. The national park has very high 
recreation and biodiversity values and the restricted zone used here reflects the tradition of aircraft-free activities 
within the park. 

Waimakariri Wilberforce 

Harper Avoca Cass 

Limited The limited zone covers all conservation land in these two catchments, and includes parts of Craigieburn 
Conservation Park, and parts of Rangitata/Rakaia Headwaters and Central Southern Alps Wilberforce Conservation 
Areas. ROS class is predominantly remote, with some backcountry areas. The area adjoins the southern side of 
Arthur’s Pass National Park and has recreation values associated with the river and mountain environments. There are 
a number of high-country huts and several tracks, including the popular Cass Lagoon Saddle Track. 4WD access is 
possible along the river bed up the Harper and Avoca valleys. The area is popular with hunters and fishers and there is 
existing infrequent aircraft activity for positioning recreationists and wil- animal recovery operations. Much of the 
area, in particular the Wilberforce catchment, is quite inaccessible. The limited zone allows for the positioning of 
recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Waimakariri Castle Hill basin Restricted The restricted zone covers the small areas of conservation land in the vicinity of Castle Hill village and includes Castle 
Hill Conservation Area, a marginal strip, a part of Craigieburn Conservation Park, and several scenic and scientific 
reserves. ROS class is predominantly rural and front country. This area includes popular day-use sites with good road 
access. There are high recreation values associated with Castle Hill for walking and bouldering, and Cave Stream for 
walking and caving. Castle Hill has cultural values and is recognised as a Topuni site. The area is also in close 
proximity to Castle Hill village. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not 
compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Waimakariri Castle Hill basin Limited The limited zone covers the conservation land around the margins of the catchment, which is continuous with, and 
forms a part, of Craigieburn Conservation Park, Korowai/Torlesse Tussocklands Park, and Porter Heights Conservation 
Area. ROS class is predominantly backcountry with some front country and rural areas. There are popular day-visitor 
facilities, including tracks and picnic areas at Craigieburn. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists 
on an infrequent basis as allowed for in surrounding catchments, while protecting against the development of any 
regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Castle Hill basin Seasonally 
Frequent 

The licensed areas of three ski areas on public conservation land within the Castle Hill basin have been zoned as 
seasonally frequent.  This zone allows for the operational needs of the ski areas for aircraft access during the winter 
months for activities such as avalanche control and medical evacuation.  The ski areas are Porters Ski Area, in the 
Porter Heights Conservation Area, and Broken River and Craigieburn Valley Ski Areas in the Craigieburn Conservation 
Park  

Waimakariri Coleridge 
Lower Rakaia 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all areas of conservation land within these two catchments, including various conservation 
areas, marginal strips and local purpose reserves, and a part of Craigieburn Conservation Park. ROS class is 
predominantly rural and backcountry. There are recreation and biodiversity values associated with the rivers and 
lakes, with Mt Aldigus Ecological Area, and with the Peak Hill Track at Lake Coleridge. Road access is possible to most 
of the conservation land, which consists of reasonably small and separated areas. Aircraft landings are not necessary in 
these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Waimakariri Torlesse 
Acheron 

Thirteen Mile 
Waimak Interior 

Limited The limited zone in these catchments covers the majority of Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park. ROS class 
predominantly rural, backcountry and remote. This area has high recreation values for hunting and tramping, with 
some parts reasonably inaccessible. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent 
basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Waimakariri Torlesse 

Acheron 
Thirteen Mile 
Waimak Interior 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land in these catchments not included in the limited zone. These are 
small isolated areas of conservation land including marginal strips, conservation areas, and local and government 
purpose, recreation and scenic reserves, many in the vicinity of rivers or high-country lakes. ROS class is rural and 
backcountry. There are recreation and biodiversity values associated with the freshwater environment, and many of 
these areas are accessible by road and have limited space in which an aircraft could land. They are popular recreation 
areas for fishing, boating, and scenic appreciation. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of 
accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Waimakariri Canterbury Foothills 
 

Limited The limited zone covers a larger section of Ashley Forest Conservation Area around Mt Grey. This area has recreation 
values associated with short walks and a picnic/camping area at Grey River. There is existing aircraft use for 
maintenance of utilities in this area. ROS class is predominantly rural and backcountry. Parts of this area may be 
subject to higher levels of overflights than preferred for this zone due to mountain- flying training. The limited zone 
allows for the servicing of utilities and positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against 
the development of any regular aircraft activity. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Waimakariri Canterbury Foothills  
Waimak Gorge 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land in these catchments, excluding that covered by the limited zone 
around Mt Grey in the Canterbury Foothills catchment. This includes numerous marginal strips and conservation areas 
(including Oxford Forest and Mt Thomas) and some local purpose and scenic reserves. ROS class is predominantly 
backcountry, with some front country, rural and remote areas. This area includes easily accessible and popular day-
visit and hunting areas in close proximity to Christchurch. There are high numbers of ground-based users and good 
road access. There is no existing or traditional aircraft landing activities in these areas and some are excluded from the 
wild-animal recovery schedule. Parts of this area may be subject to higher levels of overflights than preferred for this 
zone due to mountain-flying training. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not 
compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Waimakariri Ashley Plains 
Malvern Hills 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land in these two catchments including marginal strips, conservation 
areas, and local purpose and recreation reserves. Much of the public conservation land is associated with rivers which 
have biodiversity values associated with birds and the freshwater environment, and are used for recreation. ROS class 
predominantly rural and backcountry. Areas of public conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and often 
neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately 
identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are generally not 
necessary and not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Raukapuka Mathias-Rakaia Faces Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land in this catchment not included in the seasonally-frequent zone. 
This consists of mainly small and isolated marginal strips and conservation areas, mainly associated with the Rakaia 
and Mathias rivers. ROS class is rural and road access is available to close to these areas. Aircraft access is considered 
unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft 
landings. Aircraft landings are generally not necessary and not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Raukapuka Mathias-Rakaia Faces Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the high country in this catchment, including parts of Rakaia Forest and 
Rangitata/Rakaia Headwaters conservation areas. It also includes parts of Double Hill and Glenarriffe conservation 
areas at the south of the catchment, where these adjoin the north Ashburton Catchment. There are recreation values 
associated with the high-country and river-catchment areas, for hunting, tramping and fishing, and several high-
country huts in this catchment. There are biodiversity values associated with the river and mountain environments 
and natural values associated with the ecological area at the top of the Mathias. ROS class is predominantly remote 
and backcountry with some rural areas. There is a tradition of infrequent aircraft use for positioning recreationists of 
frequent activity during winter months and for heli-skiing in some areas. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for 
higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent 
aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-
use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other 
users. 

Raukapuka Upper Rakaia 
Frances 

Restricted The restricted zone covers the gazetted Adams Wilderness Area and a surrounding buffer zone, which overlies a part 
of the Rangitata/Rakaia Headwaters Conservation Area. ROS class is wilderness. Restricted aircraft access to 
wilderness areas is appropriate to allow wilderness users to experience natural quiet, and, legislatively, aircraft 
landings are not permitted. Whitcombe Pass has higher levels of overflights than preferred for this zone as it is used as 
a safe flight path for fixed wing aircraft and helicopters travelling between the East and West Coast, and also for jet 
aircraft travelling between Christchurch and Australia and along the main divide. 
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Raukapuka Upper Rakaia 
Frances 

Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers other conservation land in these catchments, including parts of Clyde Forest, 
Rakaia Forest and Rangitata/Rakaia Headwaters conservation areas. There are recreation values associated with the 
high-country and river-catchment areas, for hunting, tramping and fishing, and several high-country huts and routes in 
the area. ROS class is predominantly remote. There is a tradition of infrequent aircraft use for positioning 
recreationists and of frequent activity during winter months for heli-skiing in some areas. The seasonally-frequent zone 
allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-
round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside 
the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the 
experience of other users. 

Raukapuka Lawrence 
Cameron 
Hakatere 

Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers all conservation land in the Lawrence and Cameron catchments, and the part of 
the Hakatere catchment north of Boundary Creek. This includes parts of Lawrence Forest and Rangitata/Rakaia Head 
Waters conservation areas, and part of Hakatere Conservation Park. ROS class is predominantly remote with some 
backcountry areas. There are recreation values associated with hunting and tramping, and a number of high-country 
huts are within these catchments. The Cameron valley is popular for tramping, and used to access climbing and 
mountaineer opportunities in the Arrowsmith mountains.  There is a tradition of infrequent aircraft use for positioning 
recreationists and of frequent activity during winter months for heli-skiing, in some areas. The seasonally-frequent 
zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-
round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside 
the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the 
experience of other users. 

Raukapuka Mount Somers Restricted The restricted zone applies to all conservation land in this catchment, including part of Hakatere Conservation Park, 
numerous conservation areas and adjacent marginal strips, and Sharplin Falls Scenic Reserve. This area has high 
recreation values associated with ground based users, including popular day visitor sites and the Mt Somers Track. 
There is good alternative access to this area with little traditional use of aircraft. ROS zone is predominantly 
backcountry, with some front country, rural and remote. Aircraft landings are generally not necessary in these 
accessible areas and not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Raukapuka Hakatere 

Lake Heron 
Rangitata Headwaters 

Restricted The restricted zone covers the part of the Hakatere catchment including and to the south of Boundary Creek, and all 
conservation land in the Lake Heron and Rangitata headwaters catchments. This includes part of Hakatere 
Conservation Park and various marginal strips, conservation areas, and local and government purpose, scenic, and 
nature reserves. The Ashburton Lakes area has very high biodiversity values associated with lakes and wetland 
environments. There are also popular recreation areas for fishing, boating, and scenic appreciation, and excellent 
recreation opportunities for camping, walking, tramping and mountain biking. ROS class is predominantly rural, 
backcountry, and remote, with some front country. Areas surrounding lakes are often unsuitable for aircraft landings, 
and alternative access is generally good. There are also numerous small and/or narrow pieces of conservation land 
which neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of 
accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings are generally 
not necessary within these catchments and not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Raukapuka Rangitata Headwaters Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers part of the Mt Potts Conservation Area. This area has recreation values associated 
with tramping, hunting, mountaineering and skiing. There are existing heli-ski operations in some areas. There is a ski 
field at Mt Potts. Existing aircraft activity is associated with ski fields, heli-ski operations, and positioning 
recreationists. ROS class is predominantly remote and backcountry. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher 
levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft 
activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use 
season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other 
users. 

Raukapuka North Ashburton 
Swift 

Pudding Hill 

Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers all the land in the North Ashburton Catchment, and the areas on the Mt Hutt 
Range within the Swift and Pudding Hill catchments around the Mt Hutt ski field and where heli-skiing occurs. This 
includes part of Hakatere Conservation Park, and parts of numerous other conservation areas including Glenarriffe, 
Glenarriffe/Winterslow, and Double Hill. ROS class is predominantly rural, backcountry and remote. Heli-skiing is a 
popular winter activity in these areas. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a 
seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing 
for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-
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quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users in these and surrounding areas. 
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T A B L E  2  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Raukapuka Swift  
Pudding Hill 

Restricted The restricted zone covers the conservation land around the Mt Hutt walking and tramping tracks, and a number of 
smaller isolated areas of conservation land. This includes part of Hakatere Conservation Park, and numerous scenic 
reserves, marginal strips and conservation areas. ROS is predominantly rural with some front country and 
backcountry. There are high recreation values associated with the tracks at Mt Hutt, with popular day walks from Awa 
Awa Rata and Pudding Hill reserves. There is good road access to these areas. Other conservation land consists of 
small and/or narrow pieces of conservation land which neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered 
unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft 
landings. Aircraft landings are generally not necessary in these areas and not compatible with existing activities and 
the values. 

Raukapuka Mount Peel Restricted The restricted zone applies to all conservation land in this catchment, including various conservation areas, marginal 
strips, and scenic reserves. This area has high recreation values associated with ground-based users, in particular, day 
visitors, and includes popular tracks and campsites in and around Peel Forest. There is good alternative access to this 
area. Other pieces of conservation land in this catchment are small and/or narrow and neighbour non-conservation 
land. ROS zone is predominantly backcountry and front country. Aircraft landings are generally not necessary in these 
accessible areas and not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Raukapuka Orari 
Four Peaks 

Limited The limited zone in these catchments covers the larger pieces of conservation land consisting of Clayton and Rata 
Peaks conservation areas, and Four Peaks Range Conservation Area Tops. ROS class is predominantly backcountry 
with a small amount of remote. There is limited alternative access to these areas, which have recreation values for 
hunting. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against 
the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Raukapuka Orari 
Four Peaks 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all other pieces of conservation land in these two catchments not included in the limited 
zone. These are small and/or narrow areas consisting of marginal strips, conservation areas, and local purpose and 
scenic reserves. ROS class is predominantly rural. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because to the difficulty of 
accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Raukapuka Hutt Range 
Ashburton Plains 

Timaru Plains 
Waimate Plains 
Fairlie Plains 

Fairlie Range 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land in these catchments, including marginal strips, conservation areas, 
and local or government purpose, recreation, historic or scenic reserves. These are mainly coastal and river areas with 
biodiversity values associated with birds and the marine and freshwater environments. They are popular for recreation 
and generally have good alternative access. Some are close to residential areas including Rakaia, Ashburton, Timaru, 
Fairlie, or Geraldine. ROS class is urban, rural, front country, or backcountry. Areas of public conservation land tend 
to be small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable 
because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 
Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities 
and the values. 

Raukapuka Hunter Hills Limited The limited zone covers the part of Hunter Hills Conservation Area in this catchment and the adjacent Ahanui 
Conservation Area. This area has recreation values associated mainly with hunting. There is a tradition of aircraft use 
for positioning recreationists. ROS zone is backcountry. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists 
on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Raukapuka Hunter Hills Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land in this catchment, including various marginal strips, 
conservation areas, and local purpose, recreation and scenic reserves. Some areas have recreation values associated 
with picnicking, camping, and walking. There is good road access and in many places no suitable space for landing 
aircraft. The ROS class is rural. There are high potential recreation values, should more land in this area become 
public conservation land. Should this occur and result in larger contiguous areas of conservation land, there may be a 
need to consider whether limited aircraft access could be appropriate. Currently many of the areas of public 
conservation land are small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft landings are not 
necessary in these generally accessible areas and are considered unsuitable because of the lack of open ground for 
aircraft landings, the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries, and the limited space available for aircraft 
landings. 

Raukapuka Lower Two Thumb Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the Mt Dobson Conservation Area and the Two Thumb Conservation Area Two 
Thumb Range. This area has recreation values associated with tramping, hunting, mountaineering and skiing. There 
are existing heli-ski operations in some areas. There is a ski field at Mt Dobson. Existing aircraft activity is associated 
with ski fields, heli-ski operations, and positioning recreationists. ROS class is predominantly remote and backcountry, 
with some front country associated with the ski field road. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of 
aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, 
while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This 
ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Raukapuka Bush Stream Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the Mesopotamia Conservation Area within this catchment. This area has 
recreation values associated with hunting, tramping and skiing. There are existing heli-ski operations in the area. ROS 
class is remote. Much of this area is relatively inaccessible, and provides a remote opportunity for ground-based 
recreationists who access the area on foot. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on 
a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still 
allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This ensures 
high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Raukapuka Upper Two Thumb 
Bush Stream 

Limited The limited zone covers the parts of Forest Creek Conservation Area, within this the upper Two Thumb catchment 
and of Mt Gerald/Two Thumb Conservation Area within the Bush Stream catchment. This area has recreation values 
associated with hunting and ski-touring. ROS class is predominantly remote. Much of this area is relatively inaccessible 
and it provides a remote opportunity for ground-based recreationists who access the area on foot. There is seasonal 
aircraft access in surrounding areas associated with heli-skiing. The limited zone allows for the positioning of 
recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against the development of any regular aircraft activity, thus 
protecting the ski-touring opportunity from heli-ski intrusion in this area. 

Raukapuka Upper Two Thumb 

Bush Stream 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land within these catchments not included in the Upper Two 
Thumb limited and Bush Stream limited and seasonally-frequent zones, consisting of numerous marginal strips. These 
areas of public conservation land tend to be small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Many of 
these are used for foot access to conservation areas along the Two Thumb Ranges. Aircraft access is considered 
unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the potential effects on adjoining 
landholders or ground-based users. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Raukapuka Havelock Seasonally-frequent The seasonally-frequent zone covers an area on the north-east side of the catchment, including parts of the 
Rangitata/Rakaia Head Waters Conservation Area and Havelock Forest Conservation Area, and a small part of the 
Hakatere Conservation Park, around Mistake Flat Hut. There are recreation values associated with the high-country 
and river-catchment areas, for hunting, tramping and fishing. ROS class is predominantly remote, with some 
backcountry. There is a tradition of aircraft use for positioning recreationists. There are existing heli-ski operations in 
some areas. This zone provides for aircraft access into remote areas including a range of high-country huts where 
there is a tradition of air access, including Mistake Flat Hut. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of 
aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, 
while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This 
ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Raukapuka Havelock Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land within this catchment not included in the seasonally-frequent 
zone, including various conservation areas and marginal strips. These parts of the northern Two Thumb and Sibbald 
ranges and the area adjacent to Mt D'Archiac have been identified as an area where visitors can recreate with high 
natural-quiet values. High recreation values are associated with tramping, hunting, mountaineering, and ski-touring. 
ROS class is predominantly remote, with some backcountry areas. There are no current heli-ski operations. The 
restricted zone allows for recreation opportunities in a remote area free of aircraft. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Sibbald Seasonally-frequent The seasonally-frequent zone covers a small area on the west side of the catchment, which is part of the Liebig 
Range/Upper Jollie/Cass Conservation Area, and a small area on the east side of the catchment consisting of the part 
of the Godley Macaulay Conservation Area to the east of the Macaulay River, which is part of the Two Thumb Range. 
This area has recreation values associated with hunting, tramping and skiing. There are existing heli-ski operations in 
the area. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This 
protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings 
for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the 
remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Sibbald Restricted The restricted zone includes all conservation land in this catchment not covered by the seasonally-frequent zone, 
consisting of parts of Godley Macaulay and Liebig Range/Upper Jollie/Cass conservation areas, and Sibbalds Island 
Conservation Area. These parts of the northern Two Thumb and Sibbald ranges and the area adjacent to Mt D'Archiac 
have been identified as an area where visitors can recreate with high natural-quiet values. High recreation values are 
associated with tramping, hunting, mountaineering, and ski-touring. ROS class is predominantly remote, with some 
backcountry areas. There are no current heli-ski operations. The restricted zone allows for recreation opportunities in 
a remote area free of aircraft. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Macauley  Seasonally-frequent The seasonally-frequent zone covers all conservation land in this catchment, which includes parts of Mt Gerald/Two 
Thumb Conservation Area and Godley Macaulay Conservation Area. This area has recreation values associated with 
hunting, tramping and skiing. There are existing heli-ski operations in the area. ROS class is predominantly remote and 
backcountry. Much of this area is relatively inaccessible and provides a remote opportunity for ground-based 
recreationists who access the area on foot. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on 
a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still 
allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside the frequent- use season. This ensures 
high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the experience of other users. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Lake Tekapo Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the conservation areas around and to the south of Tekapo ski field, including 
Two Thumb Conservation Area Richmond Range, Two Thumb Conservation Area Two Thumb Range, and Richmond 
Range Conservation Area. This area has recreation values associated with tramping, hunting, mountaineering and 
skiing. It includes Tekapo ski field. Existing aircraft activity is associated with ski fields, heli-ski operations, and 
positioning recreationists. ROS class is predominantly backcountry and remote, with some front country and rural 
areas. The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects 
against the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the 
positioning of recreationists outside the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder 
of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Lake Tekapo Limited The limited zone covers parts of Mt Gerald/Two Thumb and Richmond conservation areas at the north-east side of 
this catchment. This area has recreation values associated with hunting and ski-touring. ROS class is predominantly 
backcountry and remote. Much of this area is relatively inaccessible and provides a remote opportunity for ground-
based recreationists who access the area on foot. There is seasonal aircraft access in surrounding areas associated with 
heli-skiing. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting 
against the development of any regular aircraft activity, thus protecting the ski-touring opportunity from heli-ski 
intrusion in this area. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Lake Tekapo Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land in this catchment not covered by the seasonally-frequent and 
limited zones, and includes numerous conservation areas, marginal strips, and local and government purpose, scenic 
and scientific reserves. These are mainly lake and river areas with biodiversity values associated with birds and the 
freshwater environments. They are popular for recreation and generally have good alternative access. Some are close 
to Lake Tekapo township. ROS is backcountry, front country and rural. Many of the areas of public conservation land 
are small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because 
of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft 
landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the 
values. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Cass Frequent The frequent zone covers two regular landing sites on the Liebig Range at Jollie Ridge/Liebig Dome and Ridge Glacier. 
Regular scenic snow landings occur at these sites. There is a tradition of aircraft landing at these sites and the majority 
of visitors access these sites using aircraft. ROS class is remote. The frequent zone recognises existing use and 
provides an opportunity for regular aircraft landings on conservation land for scenic snow landings. The regular 
landing activities at these sites will have over-flight implications for some of the surrounding zones, depending on the 
flight paths used. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Cass 
Jollie 

Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers all conservation land in the Jollie catchment, and all other conservation land in 
the Cass catchment not included in the frequent zone. This includes Godley Peaks, Braemar, and Liebig Range/Upper 
Jollie/Cass conservation areas. This area adjoins the southern border of Aoraki Mt Cook National Park. The ROS zone 
is predominantly remote with some backcountry. There is existing aircraft-landing activity associated with the regular 
landing sites on the Liebig range and existing heli-ski operations, giving a tradition of use. Alternative access is limited. 
The seasonally-frequent zone allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against 
the development of year-round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the 
positioning of recreationists outside the frequent -se season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder 
of the year and protects the experience of other users. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Lower Tasman Seasonally-
frequent 

The seasonally-frequent zone covers the parts of Mt Cook Station Conservation Area within this catchment, which are 
continuous with the Cass and Jollie catchment seasonally-frequent zone. ROS is predominantly remote with some 
backcountry. There are existing heli-ski operations and alternative access is limited. The seasonally-frequent zone 
allows for higher levels of aircraft activity on a seasonal basis only. This protects against the development of year-
round frequent aircraft activity, while still allowing for infrequent landings for the positioning of recreationists outside 
the frequent-use season. This ensures high natural-quiet values for the remainder of the year and protects the 
experience of other users. 
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Lower Tasman Restricted The restricted zone covers the smaller isolated parts of Mt Cook Station Conservation Area associated with the braided 
river environment. These have biodiversity values associated with birds and the freshwater environments. ROS is 
backcountry and rural. These areas of public conservation land neighbour non-conservation land and aircraft access is 
considered unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for 
aircraft landings. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Pukaki 

Omarama Plain 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all conservation land within these catchments, including numerous marginal strips and 
conservation areas, and a local purpose and scientific reserve.  ROS class is mainly rural, front country and 
backcountry. They are popular for recreation and generally have good alternative access, including some popular 
fishing areas easily accessible by foot. There are biodiversity and recreation values associated with the river 
environment. Some are close to residential areas, including Twizel and Omarama. Many of the areas of public 
conservation land are small and/or narrow and often neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered 
unsuitable because of the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft 
landings. Aircraft landings are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing 
activities and the values. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Ben Ohau Regular The regular zone covers the larger areas of public conservation land along the Ben Ohau Ranges, consisting of various 
conservation areas and a part of Ruataniwha Conservation Park. ROS is mainly back country and remote. Regular 
landings occur here for heli-hiking, heli-skiing, and scenic landings. ROS class is remote and there is a tradition of 
aircraft landings. The frequent zone recognises existing use and provides an opportunity for regular yea- round aircraft 
landings on conservation land. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Ben Ohau Restricted The restricted zone covers the small and narrow areas of conservation land within this catchment, located mainly on 
the south-east side and along the east edge of the catchment. These include various marginal strips and conservation 
areas, and a recreation and scenic reserve. Many of these areas are associated with rivers and have biodiversity values 
associated with birds and the freshwater environments. ROS class is predominantly rural and front country. These 
areas of public conservation land are generally accessible and neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is 
considered unsuitable because to the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for 
aircraft landings. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Dobson Restricted The restricted zone covers the Upper Dobson Conservation Area at the north end of the catchment, adjacent to the 
southern part of Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park, which contains the village and numerous day-visitor opportunities. 
The ROS class is remote.  This acts as a natural-quiet buffer to the southern section of the national park, to protect the 
experience of ground-based users. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Huxley Frequent The frequent zone covers the small area at Faith Col that is used for regular scenic landings. ROS class is remote and 
there is a tradition of use by aircraft, with the majority of visitors accessing this area by aircraft. The regular zone 
recognises existing use and provides an opportunity for frequent year-round aircraft landings for scenic purposes on 
conservation land. The regular landing activities at this site will have over-flight implications for some of the 
surrounding zones, depending on the flight paths used. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Temple Restricted The restricted zone covers various small isolated marginal strips and conservation areas, mainly on the east side of this 
catchment. Many of these areas are associated with rivers and have biodiversity values associated with birds and the 
freshwater environments. ROS class is predominantly rural and front country. These areas of public conservation land 
are generally accessible and neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of the 
difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Temple Seasonally- 
frequent 

The seasonally frequent zone covers the licence area of the Ohau Ski Field. This zone allows for the operational use of 
aircraft for ski area management, including but not limited to, access, medical evacuation, and avalanche control.   
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Ahuriri Restricted The restricted zone covers all the small and isolated areas of conservation land within this catchment and includes 
various marginal strips and conservation areas, the scenic reserves at Lindis Pass and Ben Avon, and parts of Ahuriri 
Conservation Park adjoining the Otago Conservancy. Many of the smaller marginal strips and conservation areas are 
associated with rivers and have biodiversity values associated with birds and the freshwater environments. The parts 
of the Ahuriri Conservation Park around the Ahuriri River and Canyon Creek have good vehicle and foot access, and 
high recreation values for fishing, and for tramping and hunting, in particular in the upper valleys. This area borders a 
quiet area managed in Otago Conservancy by Wanaka Area office which has traditionally been free of aircraft. The 
Lindis Pass area consists of a roadside scenic reserve, which is highly visible and accessible. ROS zones are 
predominantly rural, backcountry and remote, with some front country around Lindis Pass. Aircraft landings are not 
necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Dobson 
Huxley 
Temple 

Ahuriri 

Limited The limited zone covers all land in the Dobson, Temple, and Ahuriri catchments, not included in the restricted zones, 
and all land in the Huxley catchment excluding the frequent zone at Faith Col. This includes various larger 
conservation areas and parts of Ruataniwha and Ahuriri conservation parks. These areas have high recreation values 
and are popular for activities such as tramping, fishing, and camping. Ohau ski field is within this zone. High natural- 
quiet values are important for ground-based users. ROS class is predominantly remote, with some backcountry and 
rural areas. There is good access into some parts, while others are more remote, meaning there is demand for air 
access. The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis, while protecting against 
the development of any regular aircraft activity. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Benmore Frequent The frequent zone covers the Glenbrook Conservation Area in this catchment. This area has recreation values 
associated with hunting and scenic landings. There is existing regular aircraft use. The ROS class is backcountry. The 
frequent zone provides some continuity with the frequent zone in the Ben Ohau Range and recognises existing use, 
providing an opportunity for regular aircraft landings on conservation land. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Benmore Restricted The restricted zone covers all other conservation land within this catchment, not covered by the frequent zone, 
including various marginal strips, conservation areas, and a government purpose and recreation reserve. These are 
small areas of conservation land, mostly associated with rivers, lakes or wetland areas, and have biodiversity values 
associated with birds and the freshwater environments. There are also recreational values associated with fishing and 
water-based activities associated with the lakes. ROS class is predominantly rural. These areas of public conservation 
land are generally accessible and neighbour non-conservation land. Aircraft access is considered unsuitable because of 
the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries and the limited space available for aircraft landings. Aircraft landings 
are not necessary in these generally accessible areas and are not compatible with existing activities and the values. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Kirkliston 
Oteake 

Limited The limited zone covers larger conservation areas within these catchments, including the Kirkliston Range 
Conservation Area and part of the Hunter Hills Conservation Area within the Kirkliston catchment, and various 
conservation areas and associated marginal strips within the Oteake catchment. The Kirkliston Range has recreation 
values associated with hunting, tramping and horse trekking. Access is limited and there is existing air access into 
Pearson Hut, mainly for positioning hunters. The Hawkdun and St Marys ranges have recreation values associated with 
4WD driving in summer and ski-touring in winter. ROS class in these areas is predominantly backcountry and remote. 
The limited zone allows for the positioning of recreationists on an infrequent basis while protecting against the 
development of any regular aircraft activity. It also protects the ski-touring opportunity from heli-ski intrusion during 
winter months. 

Twizel Te 
Manahuna 

Kirkliston 

Oteake 

Restricted The restricted zone covers all other smaller pieces of conservation land within these two catchments, not included in 
the limited zone. This includes various marginal strips, conservation areas, and scenic, local purpose and recreation 
reserves. Most of these areas are small and/or narrow with no suitable space for landing aircraft and they generally 
neighbour non-conservation land. The ROS class is predominantly rural and backcountry. Many areas are fairly 
accessible, and provide foot access along rivers up into the ranges. Aircraft landings are considered unsuitable because 
of the lack of open ground for aircraft landings and the difficulty of accurately identifying boundaries.  
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T A B L E  3  C O N T I N U E D  –  A I R C R A F T  Z O N E  J U S T I F I C A T I O N S  

AREA ZONE DESCRIPTION ZONE JUSTIFICATION 

Aoraki Godley Restricted The restricted zone covers all of this catchment and is reflective of the aircraft management provisions for this 
catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). This 
zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Murchison Seasonally-frequent The seasonally-frequent zone covers all of this catchment and is reflective of the aircraft management provisions for 
this catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). 
This zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Murchison Frequent The frequent zone at Liebig Hut is specifically for the purpose of positioning recreational hunters, assisting with wild 
animal control only, and is reflective of the aircraft management provisions for this catchment under the Aoraki/Mount 
Cook National Park Management Plan (refer to Methods 4.1.5 (a) and (b) of the NPMP)  (Department of Conservation, 
2004). This zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Tasman Frequent The frequent zone covers the ski-plane landing areas at Tasman Glacier and Plateau. These correspond to the ski-plane 
landing sites and backcountry accessible area identified in the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan 
(Department of Conservation, 2004). This zone does not override or replace national park management-plan 
provisions. 

Aoraki Tasman Seasonally-frequent The seasonally-frequent zone covers the east side of this catchment corresponding to part of the heli-ski area identified 
in the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). This classification 
does not override or replace national park management- plan provisions. 

Aoraki Tasman Restricted The restricted zone covers the west side of the catchment and is reflective of the aircraft management provisions for 
this part of this catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of 
Conservation, 2004). This zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Hooker Restricted The restricted zone covers all of this catchment and is reflective of the aircraft management provisions for this 
catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). This 
zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Mueller Frequent  The frequent zone covers the Mt Cook Airport, which is recognised and used as an aircraft service area, providing for 
commuter and scenic flights, and a loading point for other aircraft-related activities. This zone is reflective of the 
aircraft management provisions for this part of this catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park 
Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004) and does not override or replace national park management-
plan provisions. 

Aoraki Mueller Limited  The limited zone covers the area around Barron Saddle, which is identified as a landing site for the positioning of 
recreationists only, in the Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). 
This zone does not override or replace national park management-plan provisions. 

Aoraki Mueller Restricted The restricted zone covers all other land in the Mueller catchment, not identified as frequent or limited. The zone is 
reflective of the aircraft-management provisions for these parts of this catchment under the Aoraki/Mount Cook 
National Park Management Plan (Department of Conservation, 2004). This zone does not override or replace national 
park management-plan provisions. 
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