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Egmont National Park is a special place,
treasured by the people of Taranaki and New
Zealand.

Ithas plants and animals found nowhereelse in
New Zealand, and some that are found nowhere
else in the world.

The park has over 40 bird species, including
the endangered North Island brown kiwi, fern
bird, whio/blue duck and also tomtit, rifleman
and bellbird.

There are about 650 species of native plants
and a diverse range of forest types, including a
remnantof coastal kohekohe foreston the Kaitake
Range. This type of forest has disappeared from
much of Taranaki.

These native species are heavily predated by
introduced pest mammals.

The Departmentof Conservation actively carries
out animal pest control in the park in an effort to
prevent further decline or extinction of this vast
array of precious native plants and animals.

The impact of pests on the park

The adverse impacts of possums and rats preying
on eggs, chicks and nesting females in Egmont
National Park has contributed to the decline of
many bird species.

Possums have caused significant damage to our
landscape by stripping palatable plant species such
as mistletoe, fuschia and other native plants.

Goats eat native plants and trample large areas
of vegetation, effectively stopping natural forest
regeneration by eating seedlings, saplings and litter
fall off the forest floor.

In New Zealand, the impact of stoats, ferrets and
weaselson threatened and endangered bird species
is of particular concern

Stoat, even in low numbers in the forest, are
currently the major factor contributing to the
continuing decline of mainland kiwi populations.

The Department of Conservation (DOC) uses all
methods available for animal pestcontrol in Egmont
National Park to help protect our native flora and

The impact of pests on the park
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Pest control in Egmont National Park

fauna. We have a number of “tools” in our toolbox The northern brown kiwi is just one of many threatened species

of pest control.

Goat control

Goat control began in the park in 1925. Since that time over 97,000
goats have been Kkilled and goat numbers are now very low with goats
scattered throughout the park. DOC runs ateam of huntersin the park
for around six months every year to keep goat numbers down.

Without this ongoing control goat numbers would rapidly increase
with the population doubling around every 20 months.

Descriptions of the park made by chief ranger Gordon Atkinson
back in 1945 give us some idea of what the park was like before goat
numbers were brought under control:

“Egmont National Park is a truly ghastly spectacle. Untold thou-
sands of large trees have been ring barked and destroyed... there
are no seedlings.” Reports of dead areas many hectares in size were
a common theme of the time.

In contrast the vegetation today has improved greatly.

With a lower goat population the understory has recovered and
young saplings and seedlings show that goats are currently having
little impact on the vegetation within the park.

Without ongoing pest control the goat population within the
park could double in around 20 months.

living in Egmont National Park.

Protectlng the Whlo & Kiwi

Stoat control in Egmont
National Park helps provide
protection to threatened species
particularly the whio/blue duck
and North Island brown kiwi.
Trap lines cover 7500ha of the
park and are checked 18 times
a year, with twice monthly
checks in the peak period of
October-March, dropping to
monthly checks from April to
September.

The Bank of New Zealand
Kiwi Recovery programme
is a collaborative venture
between the Taranaki Kiwi
Trustand DOC. Trappingaimed
at protecting kiwi is carried
out with the help of other
supporters of this programme
include the New Plymouth
District Council and the TSB
Trust. The trapping associated
with the whio protection and
establishing a population of
the duck in Taranaki is carried
out with the support of the
Central North Island Blue Duck
Recovery Trust.

As well as the trap network
within the park, an extensive
trapping programme has been
established outside the park to
improve protection to whio who
move outside the boundary,
and providing a buffer for the
trapped area inside the park.
These traps are maintained by
the East Taranaki Environment
Trust with the support of the
local landowners and the Nz
Biodiversity Condition Fund.

Trapping programme a
success

Trapping stoats has boosted the survival rate of the local whio/
blue duck population.

Thetrapping network hasworked
well with improved survival
of released whio/blue duck
juveniles, and fewer predated
whio recorded after trapping
began. In 2007/08 the whio
population achieved successful
breeding — only the second time
thishad occurred in many yearsin
Egmont National Park. Improved
survivorship and an increasing
number of mature females on
the mountain since trapping

began are encouraging trends.

Thereduction of stoatnumbers
has allowed DOC to release
40 vulnerable juvenile Kiwi
that have been hatched in
sanctuaries and now returned
to the park to boost the Kiwi
population.

Thetrappingmayhavebenefits
for othersspecies—in particular
the giant snail Powelliphanta
‘Egmont’ which is easy prey for
rats and stoats.
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