
 

 

 

CONSERVANCY 
& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

WEST COAST 
CONTINUED 

Mokihinui 
Forks 
1960 
6 bunk 

Original 6-bunk design. 
Buller 
Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 13377 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Old Cedar Flat 
1957 
4 bunk 

The Old Cedar Flat Hut is the older 
of two huts at the site (built in 1957), 
the later one being a standard 6–bunk 
built in 1968. This is a rare example 
of NZFS design, built at a time when 
NZFS conservancies were trialling

Stewardship Land Tech ID 48182 
Basic their own designs. It is the best 
hut / bivouac representative of this type left on the 
Minimal West Coast. 
maintenance 

Hokitika 
Whitcombe Pass 

Prices Flat 
1949 
4 bunk 

This slab hut was built in 1949 by 
Tom Lyes and Noel Bonnington. It 
was built partially from materials 
taken from an old hut sited at 
Vincent Creek. Iron was rolled 
up and packed in to Prices. Some 
timber was cut from the bush, 
and some hut materials were air 
dropped – “Malthoid and netting 
in 4ft lengths was well packed in 
straw and dropped without chutes 
on a rough shingle bed at Price Flat 
& were received undamaged. In 
the same way tools, nails etc were 
packed & free dropped & received 
undamaged”.1 Concrete floor dates 
from 1957. The hut was upgraded 
by the NZFS in 1983. There are some 
unusual construction features, e.g. 
the framing. It is a well preserved link 
with early deer culling. 
www.doc.govt.nz/Conservation/ 
Historic/ 

Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 12993 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Mungo 
1971 
4 bunk 

Good authentic example of a 4-bunk 
hut.Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 12985 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

1 Internal Affairs file 48/10/2 pt2, report from E. R. Rye 
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CONSERVANCY 
& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

WEST COAST 
CONTINUED 

Browning 
Range Biv 
1960 
4 bunk 

A small culler’s bivouac located at 
the treeline (1080 m). This is a good 
example of a B49 bivouac, built two 
years after the design was introduced. 
In largely original condition with 
original culler’s kerosene lamps and 
a small library of books. (See FMC 
Bulletin, Nov 2002) 

Hokitika 
Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 45711 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 
Stewardship Land 

Rocky Creek 
1970 
2-bunk 

New hut design B143. High alpine 
hut of West Coast design.

Tech ID 48781 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

Hokitika 

Moonbeam 
1964 
6 bunk 

Good example of a 6–bunk hut.
Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 46268 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Griffin 
1964 
5 bunk 

A rare 5-bunker, with a bath.
Stewardship Land 

Tech ID 48787 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Frew Saddle 
1957 
2 bunk A largely intact B49 bivouac erected 

the first year bivvies were built on the 
West Coast. Constructed to help with 
the subalpine deer problem. 

Stewardship Land Tech ID 48661 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Old Julia 
1958 
4 bunk 

Different (non–standard) design from 
other 1958 huts. Timbers cut from 
bush. 

Hokitika 
Tech ID 14828 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 
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CONSERVANCY 
& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

WEST COAST 
CONTINUED 

Top Kokatahi 
1957 
2 bunk A largely intact B49 bivouac erected 

the first year bivvies were built on the 
West Coast. Constructed to help with 
the subalpine deer problem. 

Hokitika 
Stewardship land 

Tech ID 45719 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

Hokitika 

Top Crawford 
1957 
2 bunk A largely intact B49 bivouac erected 

the first year bivvies were built on the 
West Coast. Constructed to help with 
the subalpine deer problem. 

Stewardship land Tech ID 45858 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

Hokitika 

Mikonui Spur 
1967 
2 bunk A good example of a later bivouac 

design – B55 – built in the late 1960s. 
Left: tie down anchor

Stewardship land Tech ID 45720 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Gerhardt Spur 
1972 
2 bunk B142 bivouac – one of two built 

(the other is Top Olderorg) – similar 
layout design to B143 High Alpine 
Hut. This was the last innovation in 
West Coast bivouacdesign. 

Stewardship land 
Tech ID 48580 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Hokitika 

Pollock Creek 
1962 
6 bunk 

Good example of a 6–bunk hut.
Stewardship land Tech ID 45852 

Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 
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& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

WEST COAST 
CONTINUED 

Butler 
Junction 
1964 
8 bunk 

Good condition, needs some repiling, 
stoves and polythene water tank are 
recent additions. Originally a 4 bunk, 
later expanded with the addition of 
another 4-bunk hut 

Associated features: 
Swing bridge & tracks 

Franz Joseph 
Stewardship land 

Tech ID 15145 
Standard hut 
Maintain 

Greymouth 
Waiheke River Track 
Stewardship Land 

Slaty Creek 
1952 
6 bunk 

Significant for its now rare beech slab 
construction and as an early example 
of an Internal Affairs WAC hut built 
by cullers. 
www.doc.govt.nz/Conservation/ 
Historic/ 

Tech ID 13844 
Basic hut / 
bivouac 
Non–Visitor DOC 
Management 

Greymouth 

Lake Stream 
1968 
2 bunk 

This is a 2–bunk hut – one of two in 
West Coast of this design, (the other 
is Top Hut).

Victoria Forest Park 
Tech ID 14777 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Greymouth 

Mid Robinson 
1969 
6 bunk 

Good example of a 6–bunk hut. 

Associated features: 
Swing bridge & tracks 

Victoria Forest Park 
Tech ID 13654 
Standard hut 
Maintain 

South Westland 
Stewardship land 

Tunnel Creek 
1965 
6 bunk 

Good example of a 6-bunk hut. 
Associated features: 
TracksTech ID 15661 

Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 
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CONSERVANCY 
& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

WEST COAST 
CONTINUED 

Lansborough 
Rangers 
1941 

Two ex–Public Works Department 
tent frame huts joined with a porch. 
Contains interesting historic graffiti 
on framing recording DIA deer cullers 
and their work history. 

Associated features: 
Horse paddock, airstrip, track, exotic 
plantings (trees) 

South Westland 
Stewardship land Tech ID 15770 

Basic hut 

CANTERBURY 

Waimakariri 
Mt White Station 
Pastoral Lease 

Nigger 
1959 
2 bunk Used for NZFS deer control, and by 

the New Zealand Wildlife Service for a 
Canada Goose study in the Canterbury 
high country c.1964–1972. 

Tech ID 10873 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Dilapidated. 
Remove 

Waimakariri 
Arthur’s Pass National 
Park 

Minchin Biv 
1958 
2 bunk 

Used for NZFS deer control; later 
used by trampers on a classic main 
divide tramp. Can be regarded as the 
simplest type of biv, with no fireplace 
and overlapping bunks. (See FMC 
Bulletin 150, Nov. 2002) 

Tech ID 10803 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Waimakariri 
Lake Sumner 
Conservation Park 

Doubtless 
1966 
6 bunk 

In near original condition. Flat 
iron exterior, corrugated iron roof, 
building paper and plywood interior 
lining and tongue and groove (T&G) 
timber floor. 

Tech ID 11214 
Standard hut 
Maintain 

Waimakariri 

Lake Guyon 
1964 
4 bunk 

Built with porch, fireplace and 
chimney. In near original condition. 
Flat iron exterior, corrugated iron 
roof, hardboard interior lining and 
T&G timber floor. Wood stove in old 
fireplace. 

Pastoral Lease 

Tech ID 11200 
Standard hut 
Maintain 
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HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

CANTERBURY 
CONTINUED 

Waimakariri 

Rokeby 
1955 
3 bunk In largely original condition, flat 

iron exterior cladding, corrugated 
iron roof and concrete floor. (Bunks 
arranged 2 along side wall and 1 
across the end) 

St James Station/Lake 
Sumner Conservation 
Park 

Tech ID 11063 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

Waimakariri 
Pastoral lease 

Jervois 
1955 
3 bunk In largely original condition, flat 

iron exterior cladding, corrugated 
iron roof and concrete floor. (Bunks 
arranged 2 along side wall and 1 
across the end) 

Tech ID 11205 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Minimal 
maintenance 

Waimakariri 
Lake Sumner 

Evangaline 
1964 
2 bunk 

Above: in snow 2004. 

Right: in spring 2002. 

Built with a fireplace and chimney. In 
original condition. Flat iron exterior, 
corrugated iron roof, building paper 
and plywood lining and T&G timber 
floor. 

Conservation Park Tech ID 11217 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Twizel 
Hopkins Conservation 
Area 

Dasler Biv 
1966 
2 bunk 

Retains original form and materials 
and is a very good example of a 
2-bunk WAC hut. At 1220 metres 
above sea level it is the highest 
such bivouac in the Twizel area and 
possibly Canterbury. 
www.doc.govt.nz/Conservation/ 
Historic/ 

Tech ID 12725 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Twizel 
Ohau Conservation 
Area 

Erceg 
1966 
(1970 in AMIS) 
4 bunk 

Built with porch and without a 
fireplace and chimney. In near 
original condition, with flat iron 
exterior, corrugated iron roof and 
T&G timber floor. One change – 
building paper lining replaced with 
hardboard. 

Tech ID 12731 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 
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HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

CANTERBURY 
CONTINUED 

Twizel 

Reardon 
Bivouac 
1967 
2 bunk bivouac 

Named after Forest Service deer 
culler Johnny Reardon (still alive 
and living in Napier). He provided 
details of the tragic death of Jim 
Kennedy, killed by an avalanche 
in the Dobson while hunting at 
high–level on 4 August 1955. There 
is a monument plaque to him in the 
Dobson, and Kennedy Memorial Hut 
(built in 1970) is named after him. 
Built with a fireplace and chimney. In 
original condition. Flat iron exterior, 
corrugated iron roof, building paper 
lining and T&G wooden floor. 

Dobson Valley 
Ohau Conservation 
Area Tech ID 12490 

Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Twizel 

South Huxley 
Biv 
1962 
2 bunk 

‘Crawl–in’ or ‘food store type’ 
bivouac with fire place. In original 
condition. Flat iron walls, corrugated 
iron roof, building paper lining and 
T&G timber floor. No bunks. 

South Huxley River 
Tech ID 12479 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Raukapuka 

McCoy 
1961 
6 bunk In original condition. Flat iron 

exterior, corrugated iron roof, 
building paper and hardboard interior 
lining, and T&G wooden floor. Open 
fire and standard chimney. 

Clyde Forest 

Tech ID 11666 
Standard hut 
Maintain 

Raukapuka 
Lawrence River 

Lawrence 
Bivouac 
1965 
2 bunk 

A ‘crawl–in’ or ‘food store type’ 
of bivouac – no fireplace, but in 
largely original condition. Flat iron 
walls, corrugated iron roof, lined 
with building paper (malthoid) and 
plywood floor. No bunks. 

Tech ID 11661 
Basic hut/ 
bivouac 
Maintain 
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CONSERVANCY 
& LOCATION 

HUT NAME 
YEAR BUILT 
NO. OF BUNKS COMMENTS 

AMIS TECH ID# 
& STATUS 

SOUTHLAND 

Te Anau 
Grebe Valley 
Fiordland National Park 

Clark 
1940 
4 bunk 

Built by Archie Clark for Internal 
Affairs’ hunters. Last remaining split 
beech log hut, and the last remaining 
deer culler’s hut in Fiordland National 
Park. Representative of the type of 
building constructed and used by 
deer cullers in back country. Strongly 
associated with the Yerex era of 
deer culling, it provides the visitor 
with an insight into the work, living 
conditions and lifestyle of the Internal 
Affairs deer culler. 
www.doc.govt.nz/Conservation/ 
Historic/ 

Tech ID 19352 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Murihiku 

Aparima 
1962 
3 or 4 bunk 

Base hut for Takatimu deer culling 
operations. In largely original 
condition and not lined out in 
hardboard. Built by deerstalkersFiordland National Park Tech ID 45474 

Basic hired by NZFS. Source: John Van 
hut / bivouac Tunzleman 
Move to Another 
Location 

Murihiku 
Rodger Inlet 

Rodger Inlet 

(Hut 5) 
1940s 
2 bunk 

Small, weatherboard hut with two 
bunks and open fire. Of significance 
as a surviving Internal Affairs hut 
built for deer control work in the 
1940s. The only weatherboard hut 
in Fiordland National Park. Still used 
by school parties, fishermen, boaties, 
hunters and trampers. 
Associated features: ‘A’ (A–frame) 
built nearby for hydro–electric works 
in 1970 

Fiordland National Park 
Tech ID 19420 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 

Te Anau 
Fiordland National Park 

Caswell Sound 
1949 
4 bunk 

Built as a base/store for 1949 
New Zealand–American Fiordland 
Expedition studying wapiti, originally 
released in 1905 for hunting. This hut 
is the only structure remaining from 
the expedition. Built of rimu framing 
covered with wire mesh, malthoid 
and corrugated iron. A large fireplace 
is at one end, with a door in the 
front wall and two 4–pane windows. 
Over years there have been minor 
modifications to keep it weatherproof 
and repaired. From 1954 to the 
mid–1960s the hut was used as an 
emergency supply base for amphibian 
aircraft. It has largely been used as a 
hunting hut since then. 
www.doc.govt.nz/Conservation/ 
Historic/ 

Tech ID 47032 
Basic 
hut / bivouac 
Maintain 
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