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Plan of features from
excavation. Source Leahy
1972:25

Artist’s impression of pit and terrace site R10/31. Source Leahy 1972:25
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Excavation of pit and
terrace site R10/31.
Leahy 1970:64

N 38/30

Site plan of R10/31 showing
excavation. Leahy 1972:25

8. NATIONAL CONTEXT

Cultural significance of Maori sites should be determined by iwi, but
Motutapu is clearly significant to Ngai Tai who maintain an active
involvement with the island and its management. This is recognised in the
2005 Auckland Conservancy CMS which states one of the key objectives
for Motutapu as to:

Actively protect and provide for the interests of Ngai Tai, in
particular by facilitating their links with the island and its taonga
and wahbi tapu.
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10.

SIGNIFICANT THEMES & SITE TYPES

DOC website (www.doc.govt.nz) historic site topics:

Maori
Farming

Defending New Zealand

MANAGEMENT HISTORY

1840:

1845:
1857:

1857:
1869:
1870s:

1890s:
1936:

1938:

1939:

1943:
1943:
1949:
1956:
1958:
1959:

1959:
1960:

1963:

1966:

1967-8:

1967:

Northern part of island purchased by William Brown and leased
to James Moncur

Southern part of island purchased by Williamson and Crummer

Robert Graham awarded title to northern part and later acquires
Williamson and Crummer title

Public Reserve gazetted at Administration Bay
Reid brothers purchase the island

Reids fence and clear much of the island of scrub, eventually
allowing for 5000 sheep, 3-4000 cattle and 50-60 horses; Reids
continue to stock the island with deer and wallabies, emus,
buffaloes, and waterfowl also present

John Craig farm manager for Reid brothers

Work begins on infrastructure for Motutapu counter bombardment
battery

Six inch guns mounted on Motutapu for counter bombardment
battery

NZ enters WWII. Motutapu managed by the Land Development
Branch of Lands and Survey Department, Auckland.

Reid brothers sell island

4252 sheep stocked on Motutapu?®
Quarantine Station opened

School started at Home Bay

Army leaves Administration Bay

Farm stocked with 10100 sheep; 1200 cattle on island
(approximately 11,500 stock units)?’

Auckland University excavations at Pig Bay archaic site - Goldson
Auckland University excavations at the Sunde site — Scott and
Green

University site recording begins — Davidson, Leahy and Nicholls
record 72 sites

Farm stocked with 11726 sheep; 1416 cattle (approximately
13,000 stock units)*®

Auckland Museum excavations at Station Bay — Davidson, Leahy

and Sullivan®®

Administration of island transferred to the Superintendent of
Land Development, Whangarei
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1967:
1970:

1970-1:
1972-3:

Motutapu becomes part of Hauraki Gulf Maritime Park

Farm stocked with 12235 sheep; 1194 cattle (14,000 stock
units)>°

Second season of excavation at Station Bay

Systematic re-survey of Motutapu—Davidson records an additional
324 sites

1972-3: Excavation of N38/140 — Leahy31

1974:
1975:

1977:

1980:

1981-2:
1982:
1987:
1987:
1990:

1990:

1992:
1993:
1994:
1994-5:
1994-5:
1995-6:

1996:

1997:
1997:
1997:

2001:

2003:

2003:

2007:

New school erected in Islington Bay

Farm stocked with 6422 sheep; 2000 cattle (change in cattle/
sheep ratio to combat eczema)??

Davidson and Leahy complete re-survey, and identify an additional
98 potential sites

Responsibility for farm operations transferred to Commissioner
of Crown Lands, Auckland

Stock units at 15795 (40:60 ratio of sheep to cattle)??
Power cable laid between Waiheke and Motutapu
Ownership transferred to Department of Conservation
Law carries out check survey

Brush-tail possums eradicated from Motutapu-Rangitoto confirmed
1996%

Brush-tail rock wallaby eradicated from Motutapu-Rangitoto
confirmed 2000%°

Draft working plan for Motutapu Island
Public workshop for developing a strategy for Motutapu
Restoration Plan developed for Motutapu

Auckland  University geophysical investigation and test
excavation®®

Auckland University archaeological survey in northern and
southern quarters of island>®’

Auckland University geophysical investigations and test
excavation’®

Auckland University archaeological survey in central southern
part of island?®

Conservation Plan completed for military structures — Pearson
Conservation plan completed for Reid Homestead — Sharley

Identification and arboreal assessment completed for heritage
vegetation — Arborlab
Remedial and Maintenance specifications prepared for military

structures - Salmond Reed

Heritage Assessment completed for Administration Bay camp —
Pearson

Auckland City Council Inner Gulf Islands archaeological survey

and significance assessment*?

Heritage Assessment for archaeological landscape completed
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