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Minister’s foreword

LEADING THE WAY IN ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE BUILD-
INGS, CONSERVATION HOUSE (WHARE KAUPAPA ATAWHAI) IS
ONE OF NEW ZEALAND’S MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
BUILDINGS WITH FEATURES STRONGLY CONNECTED TO THE
EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT.

As the Department of Conservation is the central government department charged with
protecting the country’s natural environment and historic heritage, it is only fitting that our
Head Office reflects this responsibility. To work in a building that aims to save energy and
produce sustainable outcomes is a significant step towards our commitment to conservation.

We are becoming increasingly aware of our ‘ecological footprint’, and sustainable practices
must become a part of our everyday way of life. This environmentally friendly building takes
the Department of Conservation to the next step towards sustainability. It is an investment
in the future.

It is a credit to the teams involved in the design and construction. They have created envi-
ronmentally friendly attributes that are not only great for the environment but also foster a
workplace conducive for staff to produce their best work. It demonstrates a commitment to
sustainability and reinforces a desire for “green” office practices with comprehensive recycling
facilities.

This is an exciting move for the department and one that will see it in good stead well into
the future.
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CHRIS CARTER
Minister of Conservation




