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  Abstract
The status Recovering A has moved from the category At Risk to the category Threatened and 
has been renamed Nationally Increasing. The status Recovering B is now referred as Recovering. 
The rationale behind these name changes is provided in this amendment, and the unchanged 
criteria and definitions are also provided for clarity.
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 1. Background

The New Zealand Threat Classification System (NZTCS) is a tool for assessing the risk of 
population decline and extinction faced by New Zealand resident native taxa. The NZTCS 
scores taxa against criteria based on understanding of population state, size, and trend, 
taking into account population status, impact of threats, recovery potential, and taxonomic 
certainty. Developed in 2002, it was revised in 2007 and published as the New Zealand Threat 
Classification System manual (Townsend et al. 2008).

A technical review of the NZTCS was undertaken in 2018–19 (Rolfe 2019). It resulted in several 
modifications to the current conservation statuses and qualifiers as described in the NZTCS 
manual of Townsend et al. (2008). New qualifiers were implemented in early 2021 and defined in 
the supplement to the NZTCS manual 2008 (Rolfe et al. 2021). Changes to the category At Risk – 
Recovering were also implemented in 2021 and are described in this amendment.

The status At Risk – Recovering was independently recommended for change to resolve a 
problem that would arise if the population of a taxon assessed as Recovering A should stabilise. 
Any such assessment would move the taxon from At Risk to Threatened, despite there being 
no deterioration in the population. This was resolved by moving the status Recovering A from 
the category At Risk to the category Threatened (Figures 1 and 2). This status was renamed 
Nationally Increasing. The inclusion of the term ‘Nationally’ in the status name is consistent 
with the nomenclature of the other conservation statuses in the category Threatened. This 
change is also consistent with the small population sizes of taxa in this category; the population 
size criteria are now consistent across all ‘Threatened’ and all ‘At Risk’ statuses.

A third iteration of the NZTCS, revising the New Zealand Threat Classification System manual 
of Townsend et al. (2008) based on recommendations collected during the 2018–19 technical 
review, is currently in production (Rolfe et al. in press).
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 2. Criteria for the new revised categories

There is no change to the criteria or definitions of the two Recovering categories; only their 
names and positions in the NZTCS hierarchy of categories have changed. It should not be 
construed that the population of a taxon in the Nationally Increasing category is increasing 
consistently across its entire geographical range.

  NI Threatened – Nationally Increasing
Small population that has experienced a previous decline (or for which it is uncertain whether it 
has experienced a previous decline) and that is forecast to increase >10% over the next 10 years 
or 3 generations, whichever is longer

A taxon is ‘Nationally Increasing’ when it has previously experienced a decline and it fits the 
trend criterion of an ongoing or forecast increase of 10% or more over the next 10 years or 3 
generations, whichever is longer and it fits one or both of the size criteria:

 • The total population size is 1000–5000 mature individuals

 • The total area of occupancy is 10–100 ha (0.1–1 km2)

Note: Taxa that have an increasing trend but whose populations are smaller than the size criteria 
listed here for Nationally Increasing are either ‘Threatened – Nationally Critical’ or ‘Threatened 
– Nationally Vulnerable’.

  REC At Risk – Recovering
Moderate to large population that has (or may have) experienced a previous decline and that is 
forecast to increase by ≥ 10% over the next 10 years or three generations, whichever is longer 
A taxon is ‘Recovering’ when it has previously experienced a decline (or for which it is uncertain 
whether there has been a previous decline) and it fits the trend criterion of an ongoing or 
forecast increase of 10% or more over the next 10 years or 3 generations, whichever is longer, and 
it fits one or both of the size criteria:

 • The total population size is 5000–20 000 mature individuals

 • The total area of occupancy is 100–1000 ha (1–10 km2)

Note: Taxa that have an increasing trend after a previous decline but whose populations are 
smaller than the size criteria listed here for Recovering are either ‘Threatened – Nationally 
Critical’, ‘Threatened – Nationally Vulnerable’ or ‘Threatened – Nationally Increasing’. Taxa 
that have an increasing trend after a previous decline but whose populations are larger than 
the size criteria listed here are either ‘At Risk – Naturally Uncommon’, ‘At Risk – Relict’ or ‘Not 
Threatened’.
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Figure 1. The New Zealand Threat Classification System structure of Townsend et al. (2008).

Figure 2. The revised 2020 structure of the New Zealand Threat Classification System.
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