[Return to previous file: WetlandsBWdq.pdf |
WETLAND TYPES IN NEW ZEALAND

The approach commonly used for mapping involves the identification
of areas of homogeneous cover that are then delineated as closed areas of
whatever size and shape. A preliminary sketch map, usually based on an
aerial photo, can be drawn to show prominent wetland features and the
most obvious boundaries between map units. While some boundaries will
be quite distinct, such as those between contrasting vegetation structural
classes, others will be less so and must be mapped with less certainty,
for example with a dotted line rather than a solid one. Quite often with
wetlands, the intricate degree of patterning that can occur at many scales
means that some units of mapping may need to be identified as mixtures
of more than one vegetation or habitat type. However, by adopting the
‘80 / 20 rule’, whereby the boundary of a relatively homogenous unit is
demarcated in such a way that alien inclusions comprise less than 20% of
the total, then the unit can be labelled as the dominant type.

The preliminary sketch map will help in the choice of sites to be visited
for ground-truthing. Often this will take the form of planning routes
that traverse what is believed to be a representative sample of the wetland
diversity. Both on aerial photos and on the ground, look out for places
where different types of habitat or vegetation abut, suggesting sites where a
sequence of types can be most clearly related to environmental gradients. As
noted above, the choice of mapping scale will dictate the level of detail that
will be recorded in the field. However, a useful mapping record of a wetland
site may often combine a broad-scale overall map with window maps of
smaller areas to illustrate finer detail of typical or localised examples of
patterns of wetland types. Profile diagrams are a good way to show examples
of zonation patterns along particular environmental gradients.

Depending on the purpose of a wetland study, be it for biodiversity,
assessment of habitat for birds or fish, catchment understanding, condition
monitoring, or for values associated with traditional uses, recreation,
education, or scenery, the observer will target observations on particular
facets. But even when wetland inventory and mapping is the principal aim,
field workers should look out for indicators of influences and processes that
might affect how wetland types are interpreted.

Fire has affected many New Zealand wetlands, so that a wetland currently
vegetated with, say, sedgeland, might have had a previous and originally
more natural cover of forest or scrub, and might actually be in the process
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of reverting to that vegetation. Some influences, such as drainage or
an increase in nutrient status arising from adjacent land uses, may take
many years to be fully reflected in the vegetation. One complication to
interpreting wetland types from their vegetation is that some wetland sites
can have enigmatic mixtures of plants that would otherwise be interpreted
as indicating very different habitat conditions. Part of the reason for these
situations can be if a wetland is undergoing a shift in plant composition,
for whatever reason, and that this is happening relatively slowly, so that
the observed plant cover is one which belongs to the past as well as the
present.

A full record of a wetland site would include an attempt to note not
only the vegetation, i.e. the composition, structure, and pattern of the
vegetation types, but also the flora, i.e. a list of all plant species present in
the area. This would include, and maybe highlight, any threatened plants
and weeds.

Above all, make your own notes in your own style about what you see,
irrespective of anyone else’s style or templates. It is important, however,
to always record standard data such as date, location, and observer. Much
modern environmental emphasis is placed upon monitoring, yet some of
the best monitoring is actually accomplished by the simple processes of
thoughtful observation and careful recording. Environmental indicators
are also in vogue, but this is not an exact science, and the best indicators are
those organisms that tell a reliable story about what is happening in nature.
This knowledge is gained by repeated looking, wondering, and surmising.
Wetlands are great places for practising all three.

Give the wetland classification system a fair trial. Add to it and refine it as
will inevitably be necessary. And argue about it, as we have.
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5.2 Guide to further information

For full bibliographic references see Section 6.

Textbooks on wetlands

Haslam (2003)

Keddy (2000)

Mitsch & Gosselink (2000)

Tiner (1999)

US Army Corps of Engineers (1987)

Overseas wetland classification systems

Bridgham et al. (1996)

Brinson (1993)

British Environment Agency (1997)
Cowardin et al. (1979)

Farinha et al. (1996)

Ramsar (2000)

Semeniuk & Semeniuk (1995)
Warner & Rubec (1997)

Zoltai & Vitt (1995)

References on New Zealand wetlands

Burrows (1969)

Buxton (1991)

Campbell (1983)
Cockayne (1928)
Cranwell (1953)
Cromarty & Scott (1995)
Dobson (1979)

Irwin (1975b)

Johnson & Brooke (1998)
Mew (1983)

Stephenson (1986)
Stephenson et al. (1983)
Thompson (1987)

Vant (1987)

Ward & Lambie (1998, 1999a,b)
Wardle (1977, 1991)
Wilson (1987)
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FURTHER INFORMATION

International internet sites

The Ramsar Convention Secretariat (http://www.ramsar.org) is the organisation
responsible for the International Convention on Wetlands, signed in the Iranian

city of Ramsar in 1971. It has information about World Wetlands Day, wetlands of
international significance, wetland inventory and monitoring, and international wetland
issues. It also has a page on wetland centres around the world.

hetp://www.ramsar.org/links_index.htm provides links with the key wetland websites
around the world, including those of Ramsar’s four international organisation partners
(IUCN, WWE Wetlands International, and BirdLife International), those of related
convention secretariats, and those of all other important sites for wetland-related
information (check the websites, and their links, of agencies such as the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, Environment Canada, and MedWet for further information on
national and regional wetland classification systems in North America and Europe).

hetp://www.wetlandshelp-line.com provides a service designed to assist wetland
managers, owners, and policy makers primarily from Australia, New Zealand, and
the Pacific Island countries of the Oceania Region. It includes links with the key
management agencies and NGOs of the region.

New Zealand internet sites

The Department of Conservation (http://www.doc.govt.nz) has information on

New Zealand wetlands of international significance and the New Zealand Wetland
Conservation Awards, as well as many publications relating to New Zealand wetlands.
Follow the link ‘Publications’ then ‘Science and research’.

Fish and Game New Zealand (http://www.fishandgame.org.nz) has information
on World Wetlands Day, wetland wildlife, and tips for creating ponds for waterfowl.
Follow the ‘wetlands’ link.

Environment Waikato (http://www.ew.govt.nz) and Christchurch City Council
(http://www.ccc.govt.nz) have pages on how to manage wetlands and streamsides.

The Ministry for the Environment (http://www.mfe.govt.nz) has information on the
State of the Environment, and provides access to wetland reference manuals.

The Environmental Reporting Programme (http://www.environment.govt.nz)
has published a series of reports that give metadata descriptions for environmental
databases, classification systems, and spatial frameworks in New Zealand.

The National Wetland Trust (http://www.wetlandtrust.org.nz) was established in

1999 to increase the appreciation of wetlands and their values by all New Zealanders.
The objectives of the Trust are to increase public knowledge and appreciation of wetland
values, to increase understanding of wetland functions and values, and proactive
commitment to wetland protection, enhancement, and restoration.
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SEVEN
Glossary

algae

algalfield
amictic

anaerobic

backswamp
backwater
blanket peat

bed

bog

brackish

braided river

(singular: alga) diverse plant groups of simple construction, including
single-celled plankton, filamentous growth forms, charophytes, and
the green, brown and red seaweeds.

a vegetation structural class having cover of algae 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground.

(of lake waters): having no periods of thermal stratification or mixing
cach year.

of an organism, especially some bacteria, able to live in the absence
of free oxygen; and of substrates where decay by such organisms
often results in production of sulphur compounds.

a swamp located on a floodplain where drainage is poor behind a
river levee.

a body of relatively calm water, usually parallel with, and connected
at its bottom end, to a river or stream.

peatland which extensively covers much of the land, irrespective of
underlying topography.

the floor of a lake, river, or other body of open water; a growth
of plants upon such a substrate; also a layer of sediment or other

deposited material (e.g. shell bed).

a wetland class: a peatland receiving its water supply only from
precipitation, and therefore virtually unaffected by moving
groundwater and nutrients from adjacent or underlying mineral
soils; bogs are oligotrophic (nutrient-poor), usually markedly acid,
and their water table is at or near the surface.

water of intermediate salinity between seawater (c. 35%o marine
salts) and freshwater (<5%o marine salts).

a river with high sediment load having numerous channels which
repeatedly branch and rejoin, forming a pattern of low islands and
shallow bars.

169



WETLAND TYPES IN NEW ZEALAND

bryophyte

canopy

carr

cascade

charophyte

clay

cushionfield

cyanobacteria

delta

domed bog

dominant cover

dune slack

dystrophic

ecotone
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a general term embracing the non-vascular sporing plants mosses,
liverworts, and hornworts.

the layer or layers of uppermost plant crowns in vegetation, i.e. that
foliage which faces upwards to the sky and would be seen in ‘bird’s
eye view.

a European term for a wetland dominated by woody vegetation.

a section of a stream or river where water descends over steep rocks
(steeper and less obstructed than rapids, less precipitous that a
waterfall).

a member of the distinctive family of algae (Characeae) having erect
stems and whorled branches, often important in freshwater aquatic
habitats; New Zealand charophytes seldom become encrusted with
lime so the term ‘stonewort’ is not relevant here.

chemically-weathered mineral fragments <0.002 mm diameter, i.e.
finer than silt.

a vegetation structural class having cover of cushion plants 20—
100%, exceeding that of any other growth form. Cushion plants
include herbaceous, semi-woody, and woody plants with such dense
branchlets and close-set leaves as to form convex cushions. Cushion
plants of wetlands include species of Donatia, Gaimardia, Centrolepis,

Oreobolus, and Phyllachne.

(Cyanophyta; formerly known as blue-green algae) simple
plants including unicellular and filamentous forms, often with a
mucilaginous covering; important as aquatics and on wetland soil
surfaces.

a fan-shaped accumulation of alluvial sediment, usually with several
water channels at a river or stream mouth.

a domed (or raised) bog has accumulated its greatest depth of peat
in its most poorly drained and constantly wet centre, producing a
convex surface.

usually one or more dominant plants (e.g. bog pine, wire rush) but
sometimes a bare substrate (e.g. mud, sand).

a vegetated depression between sand dune ridges where the water
table is close to or above the sand surface; or a hollow between
sandbanks which periodically holds slack — or scarcely flowing
— water at times of highest tides.

water having significant dark staining from humic matter and an
associated deficiency in nutrients.

transition zone between plant communities.

emergent

ephemeral

ephemeral wetland

episodic

estuarine

estuary

eutrophic
evapotranspiration
facultative

fall

fen

fernland
flark

flashy

GLOSSARY

of aquatic plants, those which are rooted in water but have stems
or foliage above the water surface; of terrestrial plants, those with a
crown held above the level of the surrounding vegetation canopy.

of asystem that is a saturated or submerged wetland for some periods,
yet becomes in effect a dry habitat for substantial alternate periods.

a wetland class, typically occupying a closed depression that lacks a
permanent surface outlet channel, having mineral soil and a marked
seasonal alternation between being ponded and dried, the wetness
and the wetland tending therefore to be ephemeral.

(of saturation or inundation): rarely, say once every few years.

a hydrosystem that includes the subtidal and intertidal zones of
estuaries themselves, coastal river mouths, and coastal lagoons
affected by the mixing of freshwater and seawater, tidal reaches of
rivers, and supratidal zones of coasts affected by splash and spray.
The inland boundary of the estuarine hydrosystem is where marine
salt concentration measures 5%eo.

a coastal body of water, partly enclosed by land but open to the sea,
where seawater is diluted by land drainage, and where tidal effects
are evident; often located at the widened funnel-shaped mouth of a
river.

nutrient-rich, fertile.

the total loss of water as water vapour, from ground and vegetation to
the atmosphere, by the combination of evaporation and transpiration
through the membranes or pores of plants.

(of a wetland organism): occurring in wetland habitats but also in
dryland ones (cf. obligate).

(waterfall): a steep section of a river or stream where the descent of
water is precipitous.

a wetland class: a peatland receiving inputs of water and nutrients
from adjacent mineral soils, and having the water table usually close
to the peat surface; fens have low to moderate acidity and nutrient
status.

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of ferns 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form.

a permanently or temporarily flooded depression within a peatland,
occupied by sparse, weakly peat-forming vegetation.

(of a riverine channel): having flows that allow development of little
more than microalgal felts.
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flaxland

flooding

floodplain
flush

forest

geothermal

gleying

glide

grass

grassland

gravel
groundwater
gumland
habit

habitat
heathland
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a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of flax (Phormium
spp-) 20-100%, exceeding that of any other growth form.

inundation by storm runoff from adjacent land, overflow from a
stream or river, or the rise in water associated with tidal inflow (cf.

ponding).

alluvial land adjacent to a river which continues to be affected by
flood overflows from the present river.

a type of seepage which carries a periodic pulse of moving surface
water from a higher level, as from a rain event or snow melt.

a vegetation structural class having >80% canopy cover of trees and
shrubs, with tree cover exceeding that of shrubs. Trees (including
tree ferns) are those having a trunk =10 cm dbh (diameter at breast

height); cf. treeland.

a hydrosystem where volcanic activity produces hot surface waters,
or heated wet soils (30°C or more) or where geothermal chemistry
affects wetland habitats.

processes that occur in wet, poorly aerated soils, where chemical
reduction especially of iron compounds produces grey zones, often
with rusty mottling.

a gently flowing, unruffled reach of shallow water in a river or
stream.

a member of the grass family (Poaceae = Gramineae), the leaves
having a narrow blade and a sheath clasping a rounded hollow
stem.

avegetation structural class having canopy cover of grasses 20—-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground. Tussock
grasses belong in tussockland.

fragments of rock 2-60 mm in diameter.

subsurface water that is in the saturated zone, including underground
streams.

land formerly occupied by forest of kauri (Agathis australis) in
northern New Zealand, the soils once exploited for kauri gum, prone
to waterlogging, and having heathland vegetation.

the external appearance or growth form of a plant.
the environment occupied by an organism or community.

avegetation / habitat type characterised by a high proportion of heaths
(strictly shrubs of the families Ericaceae and Epacridaceae, but also

herbfield

humus
hydrosystem

hypersaline

inflow wetland

inland saline

inorganic
intermittent
intertidal

kettle

lacustrine

lagg

lagoon

GLOSSARY

other woody plants having similar small leaves, persistent acid litter,
and fine roots) usually in conjunction with ferns, sedges, and lichens.

a vegetation structural class having cover of herbs 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground. The herb
growth form includes all herbaceous and low-growing semi-woody
plants that are not separated as tussocks, ferns, reeds, rushes, sedges,
grasses, cushion plants, turf, mosses, or lichens.

dark brown to black, amorphous, well-decomposed organic matter
in a soil or suspended in water.

wetland ecosystem differentiated by broad landform and hydrological
settings, and by water salinity, water chemistry, and temperature.

having salinity in excess of 40%o, i.c. higher than that of seawater (c.
35%o), such as can occur where wet soils or ponded water are subject
to high evaporation rates.

a wetland which receives inflowing surface or groundwater but has
no outflow (especially an ephemeral wetland in a depression; cf.
outflow wetland, throughflow wetland).

a hydrosystem embracing sites in semi-arid climates in inland basins
where localised areas of saline soils are associated with seasonally wet
habitats.

derived from non-biological material; i.e. mineral matter (cf.
organic).

(of inundation or saturation): in one or a series of wet years, but not
every year.

the shore zone of marine and estuarine waters between highest and
lowest tides.

adepression, often bowl-shaped and usually without surface drainage,
formed among glacial deposits at a time of glacial retreat.

a hydrosystem associated with lakes and other bodies of open
freshwater which are large enough to be influenced by characteristic
lake processes such as permanent non-flowing deep water, fluctuating
water level, and wave action.

the marginal stream or swamp surrounding or fringing a domed bog.

a shallow lake, especially one near to and permanenty or
intermittently connected with a river, lake, or the sea; in New
Zealand most often applied to coastal lagoons impounded behind
beach ridges or associated with river mouths, but the term is also
used for inland examples.
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lake

levee
lichenfield
litter
littoral
lowland
macrophyte

mangrove

marine

marsh

meander
mesotrophic
midland

mineral

minerotrophic
mire
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a large body of water surrounded by land, its major dimension
generally 0.5 km or more, though smaller bodies of water can be
validly referred to as lakes on the basis of depth, permanence, or local
custom.

an embankment of flood alluvium built up alongside a river and

typically with lower-lying land behind.

a vegetation structural class having cover of lichens 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground.

plant material (leaves, twigs, etc.) that has recently fallen to the
ground surface.

the shore zone of a lake or pond between uppermost water level and
the depth limit of rooted plants; also the intertidal zone of coasts.

(of a riverine channel): having a low gradient with slow runs and
pools.

a macroscopic plant, the term used mainly to distinguish relatively
large aquatic plants from small algae and microscopic plants.

a tropical and subtropical saltmarsh community of shrubs or trees
which typically produce erect aerial roots; in New Zealand the term
is applied also to the only plant of this type which occurs here:
manawa (Avicennia marina subsp. australasica).

a hydrosystem including saline open waters (c. 35%o marine salts),
the seabed, and the foreshore of open sea coasts.

awetland class: a mineral wetland which may have a peat component
that is periodically inundated by standing or slowly moving water;
water levels may fluctuate markedly. Marshes are usually of moderate
to high nutrient status.

one of a series of sinuous turns produced by a mature stream or river
as it swings and shifts course across its floodplain.

of moderate nutrient status; intermediate between oligotrophic and
eutrophic.

(of a riverine channel): having overall flows of moderate gradient
dominated by runs / riffles.

of substrate materials that are inorganic; they may be bedrock, or
sediments of particle size ranging from clay, silt, sand, gravel, to
stones and boulders.

having relatively high nutrient status derived from mineral materials
in the substrate or within groundwater inputs.

a general term that embraces all peat-forming wetlands.

monomictic
mossfield

mud

near-permanent
nival
obligate

oligotrophic
ombrogenous

ombrotrophic
organic

outflow wetland

oxbow

pakihi

pakihi and gumland

paludification

palustrine

patterned wetland

peat

peatland

GLOSSARY
(of lake waters): having a single period of thermal stratification and
mixing each year.

avegetation structural class having cover of mosses and / or liverworts
20-100%, exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground.

a mix of silt- and / or clay-sized particles with water.

(of saturation or inundation): throughout the growing seasons of
most years.

a hydrosystem embracing snowfields and glaciers; a type of wetland
insofar as snow and ice can be a habitat for algal communities.

(of a wetland organism): confined to wetland habitats (cf.
facultative).

nutrient-poor, infertile.
a wetland deriving its water supply entirely from rainfall.

‘rain-fed’, having low nutrient status as a result of receiving water
only from rainfall.

living matter or material derived from it (cf. inorganic).

a wetland (mainly bog or pakihi) which receives water only from
precipitation, and where flow of surface or groundwater is only
outwards (cf. inflow wetland, throughflow wetland).

a river bend returning almost upon itself, forming an oxbow lake
when the bend is cut off.

a general term for areas of flat to rolling land, mainly on the West
Coast, having infertile mineral to organic soils of poor drainage and
a fire-prone vegetation of scrub with ferns, sedges, and restiads.

a wetland class characterised by mineral or peat soils of very low
fertility and poor drainage because of leached and impervious
basement materials on land which is level or of low relief, with the
water supply being mainly from precipitation.

the process of peat accumulation.

a hydrosystem of all freshwater wetlands fed by rain, groundwater,
or surface water, but not directly associated with estuaries, lakes, or
rivers.

a wetland displaying recognisable and repeated pattern in the
arrangement of vegetation and landform components.

an accumulation of partially decomposed remains of living organisms,
mainly detritus from former plant growth.

a general term embracing all land having peat substrates.
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permanent
pH
physiognomy
piping
plateau bog

plutonic

polymictic
pond
ponding
pool

raised bog

rand
rapid

reed

reedland

restiad
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(of saturation or inundation): always.

the reciprocal logarithm of hydrogen ion concentration, giving a
scale where pH 7 is neutral, lower values indicate acidity, and higher
values alkalinity.

the characteristic appearance of a vegetation type or plant
community.

the channelling in a tubular cavity of an underground stream.

a form of raised bog having sloping margins but a plateau surface
rather than a fully convex one; the term does not refer to a bog upon
an underlying plateau landform.

a hydrosystem of underground wetlands, especially waterways that
run through cave systems where lack of light excludes any plant
production, but other organisms may be present.

(of lake waters): having several periods of thermal stratification and
mixing each year.

a body of non-flowing freshwater, smaller than a lake but larger than
a pool; natural but more often artificial.

the process of water collecting in a depression or basin (cf.

flooding).

a small body of still water; also a slow-flowing and relatively deep
reach of a stream or river.

a raised (or domed) bog has accumulated its greatest depth of peat
in its most poorly drained and constantly wet centre, producing a
convex surface.

the sloping margin of a domed bog, typically leading down to a
lagg.

a section of a river or stream where water flows more swiftly than
usual and the water surface is broken by obstructions.

a tall erect herb, emergent from shallow water, having unbranched
leaves or stems that are either hollow or have very spongy pith.
Examples include Typha, Bolboschoenus, Schoenoplectus, Phragmites,
Phalaris, Zizania, Baumea articulata, Eleocharis sphacelata, and
Glyceria maxima.

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of reeds 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or open water.

reed- or rush-like plants belonging to the family Restionaceae; the
genera Apodasmia, Empodisma, and Sporadanthus occur in New
Zealand.

rheotrophic
riffle

riparian

riverine

run

rush

rushland

salinity

saltmarsh

sand

saturation

scrub

seasonal

GLOSSARY

‘flow-fed’, having moderate nutrient status because of inputs of
groundwater as well as rain.

a shallow section of a river or stream where water flows swiftly and
the water surface is broken into waves.

situated along the immediate margin of a river or stream.

a hydrosystem associated with rivers, streams, and other open
channels, both natural and artificial, where the dominant function
is continually or intermittently flowing freshwater. Although many
wetlands occupy landforms such as valley floors, floodplains,
and deltas which owe their genesis to river processes, the riverine
hydrosystem extends only so far as flowing channels retain a current
influence, which can be defined as the extent covered by the mean
annual flood.

a section of a river or stream where water flows swiftly.

strictly, any species of the plant genus Juncus, but applied also to
other plants of similar form (see below).

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of rushes 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground. The rush
growth form is characterised by those species of Juncus that have stiff,
erect stems or similarly non-flattened leaves, but includes members
of other genera (some Baumea spp., Lepidosperma australe, Eleocharis
acuta, Isolepis nodosa) of similar growth form, and all species of the
restiad genera Sporadanthus, Empodisma, and Apodasmia. The term
restiad rushland may be used for vegetation dominated by these three
genera, and wire rushland for vegetation dominated by Empodisma.

the quantity of dissolved salts in water, especially of seawater or its
diluted products. Salinity is recorded, by convention, as parts per
thousand (%), i.e. grams of salts per litre of water.

a wetland class embracing estuarine habitats of mainly mineral
substrate in the intertidal zone, but including those habitats in the
supratidal zone and inland, which although non-tidal, have similar
saline substrates and constancy of soil moisture.

grains of mineral detritus of particle size range 0.06-2 mm
diameter.

maximum water content: a soil or substrate is saturated when all the
interstices are filled with water.

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of shrubs and trees
>80%, with shrub cover exceeding that of trees. Shrubs are woody
plants with stems <10 cm dbh (diameter at breast height).

(of saturation or inundation): during one or more seasons of the year.
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sedentary peat

sedge
sedgeland

sediment

sedimentary peat

seepage

shallow water

shrubland
silt

snowbank

soligenous

spring

stable
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peat accumulating 77 situ, beneath the plants which produced it; the
term autochthonous — found in the place of origin — has also been
used to describe sedentary peat.

a member of the sedge family (Cyperaceae).

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of sedges 20-100%,
exceeding that of any other growth form or bare ground. The sedge
growth form includes those sedges having grass-like but usually
coarser leaves, especially Carex, Uncinia, Isolepis, Cyperus, Carpha,
and Schoenus. Note that several sedges belong in tussockland,

reedland, rushland, and cushionfield.
particulate materials that have settled out from suspension in water.

peat which settles out as humic particles on the bed or margins of a
water body such as a swamp pool or channel; the term allochthonous
— material transported from outside the system — also describes
sedimentary peat.

a wetland class: an area on a slope which carries a moderate to steady
flow of groundwater, often also surface water, including water that
has percolated to the land surface, the volume being less than that
which would be considered as a stream or spring.

a wetland class: aquatic habitats with water generally less than a
few metres deep, having standing water for most of the time, and
including the margins of lakes, streams, rivers, and estuarine waters
plus small bodies of water which may occur within or adjacent to
other wetland classes.

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of shrubs 20-80%,
exceeding that of any other growth form.

fragments of mineral material of particle size range 0.002-0.06 mm
diameter.

a mountain site where accumulated snow thaws gradually during a
relatively short growing season, to nourish mineral soils of downslope
seepages; some snowbanks become seasonally dry while some are not
saturated for long enough to be considered wetland.

a wetland where water supply is augmented by groundwater seepage
or surface runoff that has been in contact with mineral materials in
adjacent land and carries inputs of dissolved nutrients and often also
suspended inorganic sediment.

a stream emerging to the surface from underground, as a single point
source of groundwater discharge.

(of a riverine channel): having flows that allow attached macrophytes
and mosses to persist from year to year.

steepland
storm beach

stratification

string mire

structural class

substrate

subsystem
subtidal
succession

supratidal

swale

swamp

sward

tarn

temporary

throughflow wetland

GLOSSARY

(of a riverine channel): having overall flows of high gradient, well-
aerated with broken water surfaces.

a ridge of gravel or stones piled by storm waves on the upper shore of
a beach on a coast or lake.

(or thermal stratification): the process in a lake whereby changes in
temperature at different depths, result in horizontal layers of different
densities.

a peatland of distinctive pattern where numerous pools are arranged
stepwise downslope, their long axes often aligned across the slope,
the pools being separated by ridges of raised peat — or strings.

level IIT of the wetland classification, based on the general growth
form or structure of the vegetation, or else the leading type of ground
surface.

the ground upon which vegetation grows or that undetlying a non-
vegetated wetland; a general term including rock, sediments, peat, or
soil.

level TA of the wetland classification, which allows hydrosystems to
be further described according to the water regime.

the shore zone of marine and estuarine hydrosystems below the level
of lowest tide; permanently inundated.

the ecological process of community change over time, especially the
progressive replacement of one vegetation type by another.

the shore zone above highest tide level of marine and estuarine waters;
influenced by splash and spray, and including areas inundated by
storm surges.

an elongated depression between coastal dunes or beach ridges,
aligned roughly parallel to the coast.

a wetland class: a soligenous wetland, usually combining mineral
and peat substrates, having moderate water flow and fluctuation, and
often the presence of leads of standing water or surface channels;
swamps are relatively rich in nutrients.

vegetation of grasses or sedges of lawn-like stature.

a small body of standing water in the mountains, often having no
significant tributaries: the term tends to bridge the gap between
pond and lake, and is a useful one for upland situations.

(of saturation or inundation): for periods of about two weeks or less
during the growing season.

a wetland which both receives and produces flowing water (fens,
swamps, rivers, and most lakes; cf. inflow wetland, outflow wetland).
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tidal

topogenous

treeland

turf

tussock

tussockland

variable

water regime

water table

wetland class

wetland complex

wetland form

wire rushland

zonation
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influenced by rise and fall of twice-daily tides, of bimonthly spring
and neap tides, or by ebb and flow in tidal reaches of rivers.

a term occasionally used for a wetland formed behind a topographic
barrier that impedes drainage, especially in situations having a
relatively small catchment and therefore receiving a water supply
mainly from rainfall.

a vegetation structural class having 20-80% canopy cover of trees,
tree cover exceeding that of any other growth form, but tree canopy
discontinuous above lower non-woody vegetation; cf. forest.

a vegetation structural type of low stature (generally <3 cm tall) of
mainly herbaceous vascular plants forming a ground-hugging and
often dense carpet of intertwined plants of numerous species.

a densely tufted grass or sedge >10 cm tall with fine linear leaves that
arch upwards and outwards from a densely clumped base; wetland
tussocks include species of Chionochloa, Cortaderia, Gahnia, Carex,
and Cyperus, and Schoenus pauciflorus.

a vegetation structural class having canopy cover of tussocks 20—
100%, exceeding that of any other growth form.

(of a riverine channel): having flows that allow development and
scouring of macroalgae.

the combination of four main hydrological factors: water source,
movement, fluctuation, and periodicity of wetness.

the level below which a substrate is fully saturated; the term is also
commonly applied in New Zealand to roadside ditches.

level II of the wetland classification, where the units are differentiated
by distinctive combinations of substrate factors, water regime,
nutrient status, and pH.

a wetland area comprising several adjoining wetland classes, or even
more than one hydrosystem; many wetland sites are complexes;
likewise mire complex, pool complex, etc.

level TIA of the wetland classification, being descriptors of landforms
which wetlands occupy, or forms which they create or contain.

rushland dominated by wire rush (Empodisma minus).

the distribution of organisms or vegetation types in distinctive layers
or zones.
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estuarine landforms 42

estuary 42, 54

eulittoral zone 45

eutrophic 120

evapotranspiration 118
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tidal river 42, 55

tiers 64

toetoe 19, 115

Tom Bowling Bay 82
Tongariro National Park 63
Tongariro River 83, 108, 144
topogenous 117
transpiration 118

treeland 64, 65,73

trophic status 120

Tuku 94

turf 21, 65, 67

tussock 66, 78

tussockland 65, 66, 78
Twizel 61

Tipha 80,145

variable flow 118
vegetation history 124
vegetation structure 65, 71
Verrucaria 101

von Post index 125
Waihola-Waipori wetlands 99
Waikato Valley 90
Waimakariri River 58
Waimangu Stream 23
Waita River 104
Waitangiroto 72

Waiuna Lagoon 110
Waituna Lagoon 147

‘Waituna’ type lagoon 54
Wanganui River 106
water celery 90

water fluctuation 38, 118
water movement 38, 117
water regime 116

water sources 38, 116
water table 38, 46, 118
Weinmannia 115

West Cape 51

wet heath 68

wetland class key 37
wetland class tables 38, 39
wetland classes 26, 38, 39
wetland complex 50
wetland definitions 7
wetland forms 40
wetland form key 41
wetland functions 116
wetland patterns 102
wetland types 71
‘Whanganui Inlet 21
Whirinaki Forest 71
Whitbourn Glacier 24
white caltha 92
Whitianga 35

willow 73, 90

willow weed 90

wire rush 84, 128, 129
wire rushland 28, 66
yellow flag 97

Yorkshire fog 87
zonation 102, 112,113
Zostera 91
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