
The National Whitebait 
Spawning Education 

Programme is supported by...
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move BACK  move BACK  
3 spaces3 spaces

the Love  Zone!

congratulations! congratulations! 
you’re back to...you’re back to...

Well done!  
You’ve eaten lots &  
grown into an adult.  

It’s time to swim towards  
‘the Love Zone’!

go BACK  go BACK  
to STARTto START

move FORWARD  move FORWARD  
1 space1 space

go BACK  go BACK  
2 spaces2 spaces

go BACK  go BACK  
2 spaces2 spaces

good work – you hatched!

well done,  
you made it out to sea

there was a barrier 
stopping you  
swimming upstream

oh no!  
pests ate your egg :-(

you’ve made 
it back to 
the river

you avoided being  
eaten by a fish 
at sea

you dodged being 
eaten by jellyfish 
while a larvae  
at sea

you’ve found lots of  
cosy spaces to hide

mmm, you’ve  
lots of lovely  
bugs to eat!

nearly there!  
the water levels 
are rising so  
you can swim to  
“the love zone”  
& you’ve only 
ONE roll to go...

you’re a happy little 
whitebait egg on the 
riverbank :-)

a fish passage barrier  
has been removed

yuck! you swam into 
pollution in the river

the bank habitat wasn’t 
suitable for spawning 

What the game’s 
about...
This game is based around 
the life cycle of whitebait. 
You start as an egg, hatch, 
go out to sea as a larvae, 
swim back to the river as 
whitebait, grow into an 
adult, then swim back to ‘the 
Love Zone’ – to lay your own 
eggs & start the cycle again!

How to play...
–	you’ll need dice

–	make/find a game 
counter

–	place your counters on 
the ‘start here’ button

–	roll the dice & move your 
counter forward that 
number of spaces

–	follow any instructions in 
the square you land on

–	take turns & keep going 
until the first person gets 
back to ‘the Love Zone’  
& wins!
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www.whitebaitconnection.co.nz

& can lay your own & can lay your own 
eggs on the riverbank!eggs on the riverbank!

whitebait

Xstream about freshwater life

whitebait

Xstream about freshwater life
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•	
You m

ust alw
ays stay w

ithin 10 m
 of your net, 

and if you stop fishing or w
ant to go aw

ay from
 

your net for any reason you m
ust take it out of 

the w
ater.

•	
A m

inim
um

 distance of 20 m
 betw

een fixed 
fishing gear m

ust be m
aintained at all tim

es 
(except w

hen used from
 stands). There is no 

m
inim

um
 distance betw

een scoop or drag nets.

•	
W

hen w
hitebait fishing using a net or screens, 

do not block off m
ore than ¼

 the w
idth of the 

w
aterw

ay.

•	
You cannot fish w

ithin 20 m
 of structures 

including a tide/flood gate, confluence, culvert, 
w

eir, groyne, outfall structure, unlaw
ful diversion. 

You cannot fish from
 any bridge or boat.

•	
O

nly juveniles (w
hitebait life cycle stage) are 

allow
ed to be fished.
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Find all you need to know
 about legally fishing for w

hitebait 

in N
Z at: w

w
w

.doc.govt.nz/w
hitebaiting
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 SEASO
N

 D
ATES &

 TIM
ES:

All N
Z (except Chatham

 Islands) = 1 Sept–30 O
ct (inclusive)

Chatham
 Islands = 1 D

ec–last day of Feb (inclusive)

...betw
een 5am

–8pm
 (or 6am

–9pm
 N

Z D
aylight Saving tim

e)

Taking w
hitebait at all other tim

es is prohibited.

A few
 im

portant things you need to 
rem

em
ber about how

 to legally fish for 
w

hitebait in N
Z:
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Answ

ers are on the back page. N
o cheating!

Have a go at our 
W

hitebait W
ordfind Challenge! 

Tick off the words on the left as you find them in 
the grid. W

ords are running from top to bottom
 

or left to right       in the grid

W
hi

te
ba

it 
ar

e 
un

iq
ue

 fi
sh

 –
 th

ey
 la

y 
th

ei
r e

gg
s 

on
 th

e 
riv

er
ba

nk
 a

t t
he

 v
er

y 
hi

gh
es

t w
at

er
 le

ve
l 

of
 th

e 
riv

er
. E

ac
h 

w
hi

te
ba

it 
sp

ec
ie

s h
as

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
sp

aw
ni

ng
 h

ab
ita

t (
w

e 
ca

ll 
it 

‘th
e 

Lo
ve

 Z
on

e’
), 

w
hi

ch
 

re
qu

ire
s a

 d
el

ic
at

e 
ba

la
nc

e 
of

 a
 n

um
be

r o
f f

ac
to

rs
. 

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
ju

st
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fa

ct
or

s t
ha

t n
ee

d 
to

 a
lig

n 
fo

r s
uc

ce
ss

fu
l w

hi
te

ba
it 

sp
aw

ni
ng

...

Challenge your friends &  
family by timing yourselves to 

see who can find all the whitebait 
words the fastest!
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