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Introduction

This folder was put together for you as an introduction to a 12-
month project which has been undertaken by the Department of
Conservation's Science & Research Unit in association with
members of the pelagic longlining industry.

Essentially the project employs an “advisory officer” who will
attempt to contact all skippers in the tuna fleet working out of the
various ports in the North Island, and consult with them on how
they can minimise their seabird bycatch. It is hoped that this will be
a two-way process, with the fishers having an important role to play
in giving advice and opinions on how they feel they can prevent
seabird bycatch. After all, most of the fishers have had a lot of
experience with seabirds and their behaviour around fishing boats.

One of the aims of this project is to get some feedback from the
fishers involved, as there is a real feeling that something needs to be
given back to the fishing industry, and we need some ideas on how
we can best help you out. We have some ideas of our own which
are discussed later on in the folder: some of our research has been
using archival data recorders to find out what happens to longline
gear once you set it, and what happens once a fish takes your bait.
More about that later.

At the end of this project, we hope that we will have provided you
with ideas and information that will help you minimise your seabird
bycatch, and maybe even help you catch more fish while you are at
it. At least it will provide you with information that may be useful or
interesting to you, or teach you something more about the birds
that you encounter on every trip.

Cheers

Dave Kellian, Advisory Officer, Seabird/Fisheries Interactions
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PAGES 14, 15, 17 AND 23 FROM: NEW ZEALAND'S NATIVE SEABIRDS. PENGUIN POCKET
GUIDES,  1998. TEXT BY RALPH POWLESLAND (REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION).
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The birds

New Zealand and its dependent territories are home to some 93
species of breeding seabird, one of the biggest collections of
seabirds in the world. Many of these breed on the mainland or on
the inshore islands surrounding the coastline. Human modification
and the introduction of land-based predators, such as rats and cats,
have meant that in the last 150 years several of New Zealand’s
seabirds have disappeared or have reduced in number to the extent
that there is a danger that some of these species will not recover.
With the removal of predators from the island homes of these
seabirds, there is a good chance that something can be done about
reducing the mortalities during nesting and the breeding season.

These control measures, however, are useless once the birds go
back to sea, and this is the area of greatest concern. Most of the
seabirds that we come across when we are out on fishing boats are
natural scavengers, and will instinctively take anything that
resembles their natural food: squid, small fish such as pilchards and
sanmar. The baits used in longlining obviously overlap with the
natural foods of these birds, but not only that: the birds have
learned that fishing boats provide a consistent and predictable
supply of food.

This problem has increased due to the dumping of used baits and
offal during hauling. The birds are now so used to this consistent
food supply that they will follow fishing boats in preference to
finding their own food (put yourself in the same situation—what
would you rather do!). Because the birds are now used to taking
their food from behind fishing boats, it is becoming a lot harder to
discourage them from the baits.

What this means is that the only thing coming between these
seabirds and your fishing gear is the seabird control measures that
you have put in place on your vessel. The two primary seabird
bycatch reduction measures are night setting and the use of a bird
scaring (tori) line, but several other bycatch reduction measures
have been trialed and are still under investigation as potentially
useful preventative tools. For example, you may have heard of the
work done recently with underwater setting. Most of these
measures are only in the early stages of development, and all are
voluntary except for the tori line which has been required by
legislation since 1993 on pelagic longliners.
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PAGES 24–27 FROM: NEW ZEALAND'S NATIVE SEABIRDS. PENGUIN POCKET GUIDES,  1998.
TEXT BY RALPH POWLESLAND (REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION).
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The birds (continued)

Many seabirds travel huge distances when they are at sea. Satellite
tracking on Wandering Albatross has shown that these birds can
travel huge distances in a relatively short period of time. A copy of
some recent satellite tracking has been provided for interest, see
opposite page. Note the track all the way up the East Coast, and then
back again, with some extra time thrown in around East Cape and
the Bay of Plenty.

As can be seen by these tracks, seabirds such as Wandering
Albatross, and even many of the smaller species, such as Black
Petrels and Sooty Shearwaters, are not restricted to just New
Zealand waters, but can (and often do) travel to many other parts of
the world.

Their amazing ability to travel long distances makes it difficult to
keep track of our seabirds, and also means that they can be exposed
to fisheries where the operators are not as conscientious or under
the same obligations as fishers in New Zealand. There is currently an
agreement between New Zealand, Australia and Japan, which
attempts to address the differences in what is expected of tuna
fishers in our shared waters. For example, Japanese vessels are now
required to use tori lines at all times during setting on the high seas.

It has been estimated that an effective tori line can reduce seabird
mortality by up to 75%. Instructions for the construction of an
effective tori line are available in many places. This folder includes
an article that appeared in seafood magazine, written by a tuna
fisher, on how to construct an effective tori line for your vessel.
Legislative requirements for tori line construction in New Zealand
are also included.

Within this project, the advisory officer hopes to discuss with you in
person the best strategy for your vessel and, as a part of this, will
construct a tori line tailor made for your vessel.
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