
Capture / handling / marking / sampling of birds: Permission vs Competency

Are any of 
the species 
protected?

All protected 
Wildlife as 
defined by 
Wildlife Act

Species listed 
in Wildlife Act 

Schedule 5: 
Not Protected

Apply for Wildlife Act Authority

Will you be 
working on 

Public 
Conservation 

Land?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Capture method: Can you target 
only non-protected species?

If mist-netting: there is 
a likelihood of catching 

protected species 
(even if not targeted)

No Yes

No 
requirement 

for WAA

Note: if on Local Government 
(Regional or Council) Parks, you 
may require a separate permit 

Will you be 
capturing or 

marking 
birds?

Do I need a Wildlife Act Authority?

Do I need to be registered as a Certified Operator?

Yes

No

Apply for NZNBBS certification

No requirement for NZNBBS certification

Pe
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Do you hold 
NZNBBS Level 3
certification for 

this project’s 
species group/s 

and capture 
method?

No

Yes

Is there a suitably qualified 
Level 3 operator overseeing 

the project?

Contact the Banding Office 
bandingoffice@doc.govt.nz

Competency requirement fulfilled

Yes

No

a)

b) Note: Competency is required 
in addition to permission

Certified NZNBBS 
operator, but not 

L3 for this project’s 
species groups and 

capture method

I do not have 
experience and/or 
I am not NZNBBS 

certified

NZNBBS = New Zealand 
National Bird Banding Scheme

I have experience 
but do not hold 
any certification 
with the NZNBBS

Don’t 
know

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1953/0031/latest/whole.html - DLM277094
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1953/0031/latest/DLM278571.html?search=sw_096be8ed818b7d4c_schedule+5_25_se&p=1
https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/apply-for-permits/application-forms/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/conservation/native-animals/birds/bird-banding/banding-certification-flowchart.pdf
mailto:bandingoffice@doc.govt.nz

